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PREFACE. 

The Author of the following trifle 
has concealed his name, becaufe^ un- 
Jcnown in the literary world, its dif • 
clofure would have increafed his 
anxiety, without contributing to his 
fuccefs. He has dedicated this little 
work to no individual ; becaufe the 
Public is the only patron whom he 
'^^ is ambitious of pleafing ; and he adds 
^ this Preface, merely to folicit for 
<>- " Frederic Latimer" that in- 
dulgence which is ufually (hewn to a 
&A attempt. 
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ry^ London, November the 
i6tb, 1799. 
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FREDERIC LATIMER: 
HISTORY 

or A 
YOUNG J^IAN OF FASHION, 

CHAP. I. 

On a Saturday night in the monlk 
q( April ij — a brilliant audience 
iffembkd at the Opera Houfe, The 
performance was fuddenly flopped 
by the confufed fiiouts of *' Ex- 
traordinary News 1" " A Glorious 
^•^rdtorj^!" « Rule Britannia!'* 
which ruQied from every part of 
the theatre. The tender notes pf 
PocHEROTi were willingly relin- 
. VOL. I. B quiQied 



2 FREDERIC LATJMER. 

quiflied for thefe rough, but mofc 
welcome, founds, and even Vestrjs 
himfelf w'is forgotten for a moment. 
A performer appeared with the 
•Gazette ; and after repeated burfts 
of applaufe, was permitted to read 
the firft three lines, which an- 
nounce, in general terms, a great 
and fplendid victory gained by the 
Britifli Fleet over the combined 
forces of Spain and France, con- 
lifting of very fuperior numbers* 
The words were no fooner uttered 
than the plaudits redoubled, and 
the noife became too great,- the joy 
too ardent to admit of particulars.* 
*' Rule Britannia" was again voci- 
ferated, and tlie terrified fingers, 
fome accoutered " in all the pomp 
and pageantry of war>" fonne half- 
<y drefled. 



* f 



-drefled, and fome in the dirt)!' 
finery of theit daily habiliments, 
prepared to obey the mandate. The 
fine band, led by the inimitable 
Cramer, ftruck up the prouct 
founds of national triumph, and 
for one ihftant the opera did nof 
difgrace the charaftcr of Bwtons. 
Three times was the fong of viftory 
repeated, and as often re-echoed by 
the hearts and voices of the audi- 
ence. At length iilenc6 was obtained. 
The performer appeared again with 
the Gazette, dnd was allowed to 
proceed. At the recital of every 
deed of valotir, the pride and gra- 
titude of Englifhmen burft forth in 
rapturous tributes of applaufe. Af^ 
ter frequent interruptions the reader 
at length anndunced, that the ge- 

B 2 neral 



4 FUsasRia latimir. 

neral joy was not unmixed with cir- 
cumilances of public and private 
misfortune. The noify mirth of 
triumph now gave place to the aw- 
ful filence of forieboding expeAation. 
Tlien followed the fatal lift which 
recorded the number and the names 
of thofe gallant heroes, who had fa- 
criftced their lives in the caufe of 
their country. Amongft theie, the 
moft diftinguilhed and the moft re- 
gretted^ was the commander of a 
Britifh frigate, who after engaging 
two fliips of equal force, and being 
twice wounded, fell at laft a vidtim 
to his courage, but not till he had 
received the fwords of his oppo- 
hen.ts and heard of the general tri- 
umph. This officer was the Ho^- 
noui;^ble Captain Latimer. 

At 



Fii?kbtkit • latimerV $ 

At the name of " LatiMer'* a 
loud fliriek drew the attention of 
the audience to a box, where a lady 
of extreme beauty had been before 
bbferved. The public joy now 
gave place to private eommifera- 
tion. The company of botH fexes 
vied with each other in oflbrrrig their 
affiftance tO'' thie lovely fufferer, who 
had faUeii fenfclefs in the arms of 
her companion. . 

As her friends were renlovitig her 
frotn the tlieatre, a g^nei^l riihiour 
inforn>ed the audience,' that they 
beheld before them the 'widowed 
wife of the gallant Latimer. A tear 
of pity drbpped from every ej'e. 
The founJds of triumph were refpeft- 
fully filenc^, ^tid 'the ^ performan<*c 
was not allowed ^o prdceed*.' ' ■ 

B 3 
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C HA P. II. 

Th|e HonourahlcCHARLEs Lati- 
mer was the fecond fon of the late 
Earl of Crefley, and had early en- 
tered into the fervice of his country^ 
in which he had naore than once 
jliflinguiflied hin.ifelf before the glo- 
rious, but fatal, evcn.t whicli wc have 
juft related. 

At the age of twenty he became- 
enamoured of the lovely daughter 
of a wealthy citizen, with whom he 
accidentally formed an acquaintance 
at a naval review. His s:raceful and 
n^anly beauty gained him an eafy 
triumph over the heart of the young 
lady; and bis rank and high con- 

nefticns 



nedlions contributed, perhaps, not a 
little to his fuccefs with her father*^ 
who accepted in the ftrifteft fenfe the 
generous offefs of Latimer, refufing, 
in the romantic warmth of ardent 
afFc6lion,. to take any part of h\i 
Harriet's fortune. He fettled 
the. whole on'herfelf, with full power 
to difpofe of it at her pleafure. The 
marriage articles were accordingly 
drawn up ;.and Latimer, "the happy 
" Latimer,'* received the hand of 
the young and beautiful heircfs. 

Mr. Alderman Browning, whole 
enormous wealth was almoft equalled 
by his vanity, had already prepared 
a fplendid manfion in Grofveno^:- 
fquare for their reception, to fup* 
port which he made an immediate 
and ample provlfion in fevour of hii 

B 4 daugh* 



^a^ughtci:^ . Thither^ after paffing the 
firft . fortn^t of their, maniage io 
an excurfian^ to the We of Wight^ 
Mr. and Mrs. Latimer removed. 

This weddmg, and its attendaat 
fplendor, wa$ np fooi^er announced, 
than it bccamq the fubje^ of gene- 
ral converfation- The gentlemen 
cxpcfted with impatience the ap-* 
pearance of the promified beauty i 
and the ladles erijo}'ed in imagina<> 
tbn the balls, concerts, and afle|T>« 
blies,, of which the elegant boufe^ 
and the bride's reputed fortune^ held 
out fo fair a promile. 

Mrs. Latimer, on her arrival ia 
London found her porter's book al- 
ready filled with a numerous lift uf fa- 
ihionable vifitors. Taught by her fa- 
thcrto view the nobility of the country 

with 
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.linth the htimbleft deference, and 
nccuftotired to confidefas lin inex- 
preffible hbnour the annual' Vlfit of 
JLady Di Belform, a fuperaduAted 
dame of tjuility^ the youthful ima- 
gination of Harriet Latimer was 
aKke aftbrnflicd and delighted af the 
numenxss cards, bearing the proud* 
eft names of Britain, which were 
nbw delivered to hen 

The firft day was (pent in ar- 
ranging thefe important documents 
of approaching happlnels, and the 
peerage was more than once con*- 
fulted to place in their proper dew 
grees thefe inanunate reprefentatives 
oftheir noble authors. At length the^ 
iihportant moment of her prefentation 
arrived. The art of millinery was 
cxhaufted in deckings the lovely 

brid* 



bride with all the fafliion of the day ^ 
and a fplendid carriage, built by 
Leader, conveyed her to St. James*s.- 
Mrs. Latimer was juft eighteen,.her 
figure Aim and elegant, her eye* full 
and exprefiive, her i^e aquiline, her 
complexion of the Eiireft hvie, and 
her hair, which fell in graceful ringlets 
on her lovely neck, of the brighteft- 
auburn. She was prefented by the 
Countefs Dowager of Crefl^, lier 
mother-in-law, and as fhe led her 
up the drawing-room, the whole 
circle vied with each other in ex- 
preffing their admiration. The firft 
glance obtained her the pre-emi- 
nence which fhe loflig prcferved^ of 
a fafhionablc beauty, and even the 
ladies acknowledged (he was hand* 
fome, though fomc whifpers might 

have 



Jiavc bc^en beard* of ^^ rather yul- 
f^ gar/*cam,e from thje city,!* "avftr 
^Mreffed/' ^* pretty but not. de- 
** ga/it,'- *f dreadfully ^\Vi^Wi^d," 8S5C. 
-&€. with which iTig-ny a rivall^ feir 
xronfc^ed her difappointai.eiit. j , 

Captain Latimer vlewjed with- 
-pride aad f^tisfi|d^ion the triutnph 
0/ Jbiijs wife 5 ^tiid aeyer. rcceiy^ a. 
GOj^ipiim^nt o.ahis:Own valour, with 
haJf th^ pleafure he TOW heard the 
general praifes on his Harriet's beau- 
ty. His numerous friends thronged 
arownd hioi, aod ai;ixioi:|lly foyght 
the acquaintance of the bride. In a . 
(hort time Mrs* Latinjisr becaimp, 
the Sovereign, of fa^fhion^ and. })ex 
houfe the favourite rcfort gf aU th|& 
elegance, youth, and boa toa of 
Lpndoa^ 

The 



The cokiffant dMSpation in whicli 
Ihe livedo wa^ not perfedly agreea- 
hk t6^ the plain' and iimple charaftei' 
of Captain Latimer. H^ preferred 
the intimitte fodcty of a few dear 
and wdl chofen friends, to the infi- 
pid crowds of faQiionable coteries ^ 
but his afTedion for his wife, and the 
pleafure flic took in Ihefe amufe* 
ments, prevented his* interference. 

At the end of the firft year, Mr^ 
Latimer was brought to bed of a boy, 
and for fome time forgot the charm« 
of balls, afleimblies, and operas, in 
the more interefting duties of a mo- 
ther. When the novelty, however, 
of this fituation wore away, it ceafed 
to amufe^and fhe once again launched 
-into tlie vortex of diffipition. 
' The little Fredcricj for fo he was 
■'-.■' called 



cdled afte^ bis grandfather, >w^ .-not 
negle&ed; and* a^ he {happened to 
be remarkably baodfbxne, bU foxid 
mother took no Uttk pride in, exbir 
biting him on all occafions^ She 
{pared no tafte or ornament ui deco<^ 
rating his perfon ^ and fcafcely lefs 
time was fpent in the important du<- 
ties of his toilet,, than in tbofe of 
his lovely parent. As he grew old 
enough to ctiaage bis drefs, (he chofe 
for him. the trowfer, jaqket, cl9ak, 
and accoutrements of an huflar, yel- 
low boots, his hair curled with the 
uiceft art, and a little helmet covered 
yvith innumerable plumes, of different 
hues. Thus clad the young war- 
rior attended her in ail her viiits, 
filled one window of the carnage, 
2^nd accompanied her when ihe 

deigned 
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deigned to walk. His will wis tbd 
fovereign law of the fatilily, tl>e fer- 
vants trembled at the found of his 
youthful voice; and her friends, 
whilft they expteffed their great ad- 
miration of his beauty, his temper, 
and his rrfing genius, to the doat- 
ing Mrs. Latimer, in fecret de- 
tefted the intrufion of his prefence, 
which converted an- elegant aflembly 
of fafhion into the noify nurfery of a 
peevifti child. His infantine wit was 
the only fubjeft of <:onver(ation ^ 
whilft the muilins of the ladies and 
the watches of the ?:entlemen were 
the expefted vidtittis of his amufe- 
ment. 

Difgufted with thefe abfurditics, 
and alarmed for the confequcnces to 
his child, Captain* Latimer remon- 

ftrated 



/featcd more than once; but in- 
dulged by bim, and flattered by the 
world, his once obedient Hafl*iot 
-was no longer to be advifed. She 
aflured him th^t the happinefs^ofher 
{oa was not to be facrificfed to the ridi- 
culous whims of his father. That his^ 
early talents (hould not be damped 
by the reftraint-s of contradidtion j 
.and tliat as (he had an ample fortune^ 
to beftow on her boy, kindly remind* 
ing Latimer that the whole was in' 
her power, fbe was determined he 
fhould enjoy from his infancy tlm 
pleafures it would purchafe. Mor- 
tified by her conduft, difpleafed witb 
her mode of life, frightened for his* 
child, but ftill fond to drflk-adion,' 
and incapable of aflerting his autho-' 
rity, Latimer determined to ieek in 

his 
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bis profeflion a relief to his thoughts. 
He readBy accepted the command 
of a frigate, which was now offered 
to him, and failed on an expedi- 
tion, the hmiourable but fatal if* 
£je of which has been already re* 
kted« Before he fet out for Portf- 
mouth, a kindof prefentiment hung 
over his mind, and the dauntlels 
heart of Latimer was for one mo- 
ment ajipalled. He embraced with 
tender aire£bion his in&nt fon ; and 
as he delivered, with unufual folem- 
iufy> ^ &aled paper to Ij^rs. Lati* 
mer, he exclaimed, in fauUering ac- 
cents, " Adieu, my Harriet, per- 
*• haps we meet no more. Should 
" I fall in the caufc of my country, 
•* love and protedt my boy, attend 
^* to my lait wishes contained in that 

** paper. 
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*' paper ; and endeavour (excufe the 
** fincerity of aiFedtion) to alter your 
" prefent mode of life," 

A tear for the firft time fell down 
his manly cheek, he clafped once 
.again his wife and child to his bo- 
iottiy and rulhed out of the room, 
Alas! never to return ! 
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CHAP. in. 

Tii E fadden manner in which poor 
Latifher^ death Was aimdutieed, re- 
kindled In tht bofom of hife widow 
the tenderncfe of hcf former love. 
She was brought home fenfelefe finom 
the opera ; and many hours elapfed 
before (he was fufficiently recovered 
to be fully fenfible of her lofs. 

As (he flowly regained the ufe of 
her fenfes, fhe feemed to awake from 
a dreadful dream ; and it was not 
till after Ihe had made many pain- 
ful enquiries of her weeping attend- 
ants, that (he was perfeftly con- 
vinced of the fatal truth. 

For many days flic was inconfo- 

feble. 



5able, (hut herfelf up from the fight 
•t)f every human being, and was of- 
ten heard to call in all the agony of 
^riqf on the departed Ipirit of her 
l)eloved;hufband. It muft not be 
fuppofed, that in the expreffion of 
•this forrow Mrs. Latimer affefto4 
what flie did n^t feel. Latimer 
Ava$ the firft objeft of her choice i 
^e was youngs handfome^ liberal, in- 
dulgent*. He had been for nine 
years a fond faufband, ao a&dion* 
ate parent. Qiddy, vain> apd de- 
voted to pleafure, ^e fbigot^ 'm 
Ibme inllances, that rigid attention 
to his wiXhes, which a more fcdatc 
or more caafidqrate wife might have 
.thought it her duty to obferye.3 but 
though her condufk had been indiP 
^met> ihe had not deviated J&om 

c z what 



2b FAEDERIC LATIMER; 

what are called the paths of virtue* 
Though fafcinated by thfe tempta- 
tions of fafliionable life, (he had neg- 
leftcd thofe domefliic duties which 
would have endeared his home to 
Latimer, flie yet retained for him a 
degree of affeftion which re-kindled 
m all its force, when alas ! it was 
too late to be of any benefit to him 
who excited it. She now often ac- 
cufed herfelf of negligence;* and her 
heart acknowledged that the voyage 
'which occafioned his death, owed 
its* origin to his unhappincfs at 
'home. Thefe refleftions encreafed 
' tlie horror of her prefcnt thoughts ; 
and it was with difficulty that her 
mind was recalled to a ftate of tran- 
quillity. The little Frederic was the 
* firift objeft which feemed to afford 

her 



* • f 



FXZDJBKIC LATIMER* 21 

her any relief. She found new room 
for fondnefs in admiring his great 
refemblance to his departed father ; 
and whilft his unconfcious prattle 
often called on his name, tears 
gave .vent to. her feelings, and hei 
heart became more eafy, , 

The grief of Mrs. Latimer, how* 
ever fincere, was not of long ,conti* 
nuance. She. pad the firft month of 
her widowhood in perfect feclufion. 
In the next (he admitted the rela- 
tions of the family i the third was 
devoted to the fociety of particular 
friends; and. the fourth found her 
once again, prepared tp enjoy the 
pleafures of the world. The Por- 
ter's book, that important record of 
fafhioAable friendfliip,was ag^in con- 
fult^d i . and the long lift of noble 

c 3 .. cnqui- 



enquirers' it exhibited, confolcd' her 
in (brae degree for the tcmporaty^ 
deprivation of their Society. Though* 
the etiquette and' decency of good' 
breeding, which Mrs. Lathner was: 
too much a woman of the world 
to defpife, compelled her to abftaiil 
from appearing in~ public for the 
next eight months, her hours were 
not pafled without amufement, or 
was her vanity deprived of its Won- 
ted gratification. Her female ac- 
quaintance had free accefs to her 
houfe, and (bme of the moft falhion- 
able beaux in the gay world under 
the charadlerof ** her dear hufband*i 
'• particular friendsj**^ were allowed: 
the privilege of cxpreffing their con- 
dolence in perfon. Lovely even in: 
her Weeds, which were made as little 
9 unbc- 



feiKiered her traofp^reot fk^m mor^ 
,fur tluua ^Y^jT, Afrs. Latimer could 
IPt ^ i^ wit^ indifiibrence. H^r 
|)^ai|ty, ^l^nce, faftupn, and Urge 
^rti)f)f y luiin^iimbened by any fet^ 
tkment, |:^nd^<^ her np commpQ 
objea of ambition /and before poor 
Latinier h^d b^en dead fix nionths^ 
(there were ^ leail ;is tpa^y candi- 
dates fpr ^^r favopr. A(nong th^ 
fnpO: ()ifting}.u(hed of thefe h^r at* 
|§ndAOts» waf the puke of Annan, 
4 Scotch Peer, whpfc debilitated 
l^eojitht iU-fornaed peribn^ and ad- 
VAnc^d period of life^ ^r be w^s now 
fiflyi w§re fpigotten in (he dignity 
i^ Hi jiaux^e ^ fpl^ndor of hk al* 
li«Aice. J^(Uv a p^ttient courtfhip 
of Jiaif a . ye^, the Ipngeft period 

c 4 which 
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which he had ever devoted to one 
lubjeft, the perfeverancc of his grace 
was rewarded by the acceptance of 
his offers ; and that day eight weeks, 
which concluded the long year of 
her widowhood, was named for the 
completion of his happinefs. The 
interval was filled up with the nc- 
ceflary preparations; for the nup- 
tials were to be celebrated With all 
the pomp of antique grandeur. 

The delightful dreams of fancy 
fupplied both the parties ^ with no 
difagreeable objefts of expedta- 
tion. The noWe Duke, whofe am- 
bition and extravagant mode of 
life had long kept him in a ftate of 
moft painful embarraffment, viewed 
with delight the approaching mo- 
ment, when married to -the mcrft 

beau* 
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beautiful vtomsax in the kiiigdomV 
and enriched beyond his fondtft 
hopes^ he might once again launch 
out 'into his farounte career of 
fplendor, gs^iety, and.maghificence^ 
• Mrsi Latimer faw her intwded 
change of fituation with . ik> kis 
promife of -felicity, Rccollefting 
the humble flate in which Captain 
Latimer originally found her, . the 
rich but plebeian, daughter of. a 
citizen, (he grew giddy as (he . con- 
templated the pinnacle^ of. great- 
' nefs, to which (he was about . to 
be exalted. Ten years had fcarcely 
elaprfed, fince. the faUiancc with: l;ier 
former huiband a|)p^fed aa vhjeA 
l>eyond her fondeft hopes, and now, 
by comparifon, . her firft marriage 
feemed almoft a degradation,. At 

times 
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times (he would xegpret tbut her n^^ 
ble lover happened to be oeitber u 
youngs u handfome» u g^y, nor w 
wellMBide as Captftin I^tttimer j b^ 
the ducal coroi)et danced befom^ bef 
delighted im^mdon» and rempvfd 
every defeft. A talifoian like tbh, 
was indeed necefl^ to reconcile her 
to horpreient choice. The Vvk9 
of Annan was iicarcely five feet higb^ 
pale in his complexion » deformed in 
his perfon, ftiff in his manner, haugh** 
ty, vain and conceited. Such was 
the man whom Mrs. Latimer, in the 
zenith of youth, affluence, and beaui* 
ty, choie to feieA ; fuch are the fa* 
crifices which the votaries of ambip 
tton make not unwillingly at the 
£brine of grandeur ! 
Mn Aldormaa Brownings Mrs. 

Latimer's 



liatimer's father, o£ whom v^c have 

not ^^ken fined har iirfl; marriage,. 

^caufe he was feldom aUowed to* 

appear in her coteries of fefliioo^ 

ftnd was ib^^ely ever fam)\xrtd with 

a viiit, but when pecuniary demands 

tendered his prefence of importance^ 

was neceflarily confulted on this oc«^ 

eaiion. The old man's vanity, which 

had grown, with his years, while his 

wealth had kept pace with both, 

was at leaii: as much delighted* as hH 

daughter with thepropofed alliance;. 

and the honour of calting a duke his 

ioii-in-law, made am|^e amends for 

Htc facriiices required from- him in* 

promoting the marriage. 

He bad now indeed a difli^retit 
perfon to deal with hem tlie gs^ 
nerous, the ardent^ th^difinterefted 

Latimer. 
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Latimer. The Duke of Annan coldly 
acquainted him by a note, entrufted 
to a confidential attorney, of the 
terms upon which he would agree to 
marry his daughter, adding, tjiat he 
left the completion of the bufinefs 
to his attorney Mr. Gripely, the 
bearer of this letter. 

Mr. Alderman Browning, though 
ufed to buiinefs, and boafl:lng of his 
ikill in making advantageous bar- 
gains, found the phlegmatic Ambaf- 
fador of his grace exceed him in both 
thefe, his favourite accomplilhments. 
In fupport of every claim of his illuf- 
trious employer, and in reply to every 
argument pf perfonal convenience 
urged by . the alderman, Mr. Gripe- 
ly, perFeft mafter. of the character of 
his opponent, cooly repeated, " my 

"Client 
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•* Client is a Duke." This laconic 
anfwer was fully underftood, and the 
following agreement was foon con- 
cluded : ** That Mr. Alderman 
•* Browning fliould pay down, as a 
** marriage portion, to his Grace the 
•* Duke of Annan, Two Hundred 
*' and Fifty Thoufand Pounds, be- 
" ing one half of his eftimated for- 
** tune ; the remainder to be en- 
** joyed by him till his death, and 
" then to defcend to his daughter, 
" with full power to difpofe of it 
at her pleafurd, according to the 
original fettlement with Captain 
" Latimer." On thefe equitable 
terms his Grace, of the age and 
perlon we have defcribed,- conde- 
fcended to accept the hand of the 
young and beautiful widow ! 

In 
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In thefc armngroiecUs the poor 
little Frederic waseotimly fo(gottea ; 
aad in tbe preparations for the ap« 
proachiDg nuptials, be was.ieldom, 
if ever, feen by his mother. An 
4iiiexpfi&ed obftacle to this impoc* 
tjU2t event* brought liitu again into 
xK>tice. The Duke of Annan, after 
every other ckcumftancc was finally 
^juftedi took an opportunity . of 
tiinting, with idl the bodied tmrnura 
jof a cotu'tier, that his houfe might 
hereafter prove a dilagreeable refi*- 
dence to Mr^ Latimer, who though 
41I0W but an infant, would in a &w 
yea(« thkik it hard to fubmit to the 
authority c^ a father-sb-bw. Mrs. 
Xiatimer knew the w4>rM too wdU not 
4;o oompcehend what this ddii^acy 
meant, aod was not y^t fufficiently 

weaned 



iveahed from her foo^ to hear thik 
his intended expuUion from iter 
iidufe withdut the acutefl: ptaxL 
Btit vanity btd too powerful mi ia^ 
duence on iier heart tb allov the 
iplendid Ichemes of ambition, whidi 
-flie had formed, to be reltnquifhed 
ibr the ca^ of her child. She there^ 
fote determined, though not with- 
out r<tgret, to comply with the un- 
ftelif^ demand which had been fb 
ingenioufly converted into the afi* 
prdienfionsof het liiteBided huiband* 
RefleAing om tlie mdli adrantageous 
nuxle of placing the yoong Fred<t- 
ric, ibe recoUeded the iealed paper 
kft by his ftther^ whkfa fhre perufed 
tn the 6at& viohtice <df her giief^ but 
wfakh m fat^r fbbfisquent rooo^pations 
<0f adiffezMt natare^ tod^bom en- 
tirely 
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ticely fixgottca. With feme &bt 
remains of . the afieAion (he once 
iek'for the. ^dlant Latimer, (he 
opened) not without trembling, the 
paper which was figoed by his jwell- 
known hand.' Recnorfe for an. in- 
jftanr ruflied into her .mind. She 
paufed for fbmc : time^?-by degrees 
recovered her fortitude, and at lad 
-ventured to read the contents* 
• After expreffions of teridemels to 
•her anxiety for his child, whom he 
recommended to her maternal pro- 
tedion, Captain Latimer left to 
-Frederic all his little property, con- 
lifting of £ve thoufand pounds, his 
hereditary, portion, and an equal 
: fum due to Jiim . for prize mctney. 
Theaanual intereil on thefe, hedi- 
rcAed ihould be applied to the 

mam- 
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maintenance and education of his 
Ion, in fuch manner as his much re- 
ipedted friend and former tuto^ Mr*. 
Darewell (hould appoint?, naming 
him executor to his will, and fol& 
guardian to his child, in cafe his dear- 
wife, by marrying again, fliould de.-- 
prive him of her protection. ^ 

In' iJeading thefe laflf wdrds, * a 
blufh faintly tinged the countenance' 
of Mrs. Latimer, and her bdfdni* 
heaved; an involuntary figh: 

Agreeably to the inftruftio^s con- 
tained in this paper,, an exprefs (foi^ 
the marriage only awaited this ar- 
irangement) was fent to Mr. Dare- 
"well, then refident in a village of De- 
vonfhire. 

Neither time, abfence,. nor even 
death, had cooled in any way the at- 

voL. I. J> kCdoJx 



feAion which Mr. Darewell had 
cv^ felt for his favourite pupil Cap-* 
tain Latimer. He did not hefitatc 
to accept the facred charge which a 
jgnother had abandoned. He fiear 
to London, and received from her 
arm's tne orphan fob of his lamented 
.£^iehd. 

If 'Mrs. Latimer experienced any 
latent femorfe at parting with her 
child, K er Ibrrow was foon effaced by 
thefplendor of exalStion ;\ for the 
next da/) in all the pageantry of 
J>nde, fhe was united, f 9 the Duka 

Amum. 
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jLe Av I iTG the Duchefsof Aiina» * 
to the uninterrupted cnjpyn^ent of - 
lier ncwfledged honours, we (hjill rcr 
turn to Mr. Darcwell^ who, rW flovr 
and ealyiour/iies,iafely(:ondu<5ted hi$ ' 
young pupilto his peaceful refidexicc ' 
m Devonfhirc. r Before we n^eotiqii 
tneperfonswhocorppofed his,family* 
we. fliali intrpduce our reaiders tQ 
lome" knowledge o( liis hiftory^ , , , 
The Rev. Mr. Darewell was th# 
younger fon of a merchant of re- 
fpeftability, who liad retired from 
bufinefs on afmall fortune, and had 
fettled in the North of England. 
Educated at Weftminfler, and af- 

p 2 terwards 
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terwards at Oxford, he had at botfr 
thofe feats of learning, difl:ingui(hed 
himfelf by the brilliancy of his talents, 
and the affiduity of his application. 
After he had fpent two years at the 
univerfity, the death of his father de- 
prived him of his princFpal fupport ^ 
and the pittance which was bequeath- 
ed to him was barely fufficient, to- 
gether with the profits of a fcllow- 
fliip to which he was foon after .ad- 
mitted, to compleat his neceflary re- 
fidence at Oxford. He now received 
his bachelor's degree, and took orders. 
The Earl of Crefley applied to the 
college of which he was a member^ 
for, a proper perfon to fuperiiitend 
the education of his fons. Mr. Dare- 
well was immediately recomm.ended, 
and he accepted^ not without confi- 
derable deference and apprehenfion> 

the 
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£he fituat ion which was offered. To 
the fplendor of gentus, and the folid' 
acquirements of antient literature, 
Mr. Darewell -added, all the elegant 
accompHfliments of modern refine- 
ment. The Claffics, Poetry, Hif- 
tory, and tlie Belles Lettres, had or- 
Jiamented his mind with their va- 
rious ftores, and the natural fweet* 
Kefs of his temper, and the generofity 
e( his heart, were finely pourtrayed 
in the opennefs of his countenance, 
and the fimple candor ef his lan- 
guage.- His merits were not un- 
ebferved by LordCreflej% who was 
himfelf a man of talents and erudi- 
tion. Tlie compleat management 
of his fons wa§ entrufted to Ms' care ^ 
andjconfcious of the advantages they 
would derive from fuch a preceptor. 

p 3 ♦" he 



tifff'^uifi^ -df >1^ Iktiafiofv «!ith ua* 
ihterciipiii tSR^nkji - >Md fdo^ ptr«^ 
ctiTtd jtiat the. dsajEsu^eit xsf bis tvli» 
pbprts' ^fifered iri mtiif =icfpe^ 
"the ieldtft, 'Loid Aglntoutty the fo« 

baaghty, ^ idle,' and felf^liilficient.. 
The youfiger was- dl gAod humoutr 
Ipifit, genius, and- . docility^ Tte 
corredt tbe faults of tbft Ibrmeif,. ifid 
encourage tbe rifiRg virttattis of the' 
ktter, was the ftudy of his fife^ 
The Countefe of GfetTey, -irritated 
at the cenfures of Mn ,Dafewell on 
the icoftduA of her darling fon, and 
not lefs (b, at the praif^ts-'v^bkb wem 
defehrihglybcftowed on-.the otlw?, 
* - .vented 



A 

the mimicfi. tbe coodtiftp .tj^fi )cG4ci 

^^eo^foTQid i^fpf^ji and.La^ Crcsfl^ 
iooi^ foum} iM the h^t^bl^ ti^^fTi; 
sttsdomed : by r^^ki And fujipQrte^ 
jiios»rby ibc digaity of con^iouft 
ifitfignt]r^.\»»$not tafe€5i?ffult<?dwith 
impumtjT. , /Her wkty Qe:^$Sxtt^ Wisw 
iSeiKed by |jt»s Cdlm ic verity of h\» 
*plie%: «n4 a : fmUe of fSorttctttpfr 
4niiight bff tte ia^oteflce of prick* 
^She iii\ii ihort;! time leari^tyto iear 
Ihe. man w^tom (he prc^od^d t^ 
^eTpife^ «0K) h^r manner beoatx^. as 
jfetcnti^elyrff^peiSfal -as it, had JDcen 
impcrtkiiCJrtfy carclefs. But^^ thaugli 
Mr. DsnefwcU fo^nd tkevfn/^ans of 
V •. D 4 enforc- 
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enforcing, civility to himfclf, the 
taflk of correfting her cbnduft to*- 
wards Lord Agincourt ^proved be- 
yond the extent of his abilities. 
Whilft Charles Latimer improvedi 
every day, in knowledge, fenfe, tem- 
per, and application, his elder bro^ 
ther, flattered by his mother, and 
encouraged indelpifing the leffons 
of his tutor, became more and more 
inattentive^ arrogant, effeminate, and 
conceited. Five years had now 
elapfed fince Mr. Darewell's firft 
entrance into the family; and the 
time being arrived, when Latimer, 
intended for the navy, was to com- 
mence his profeffional career, he 
thought it his duty to reprefent to 
Lord Crefley, that his fervices could 
no longer be. of any utility. . He 

. . ftated 



ilated tO'the noble Eirl, with the 
candor and honefty which were 
the great traits of bis k:haraaer, his 
total inability to amend the temper 
or improve the mind of bis elder 
fun. Hinting with delicacy the 
dangerous partiality *of Lad^ €ref- 
fey, which prevented the poflibility 
of any advantage being derived from 
private education, he ftrongly re- 
commended to the anxious father 
the removal of bis fon to a public 
fchool, the ftria difcipline ahd equal 
laws of which would teach him ^the 
neceffity of obedience, and the du- 
ties of humamtj% 

Struck with the juftice of Mr. 
Darewell's remarks, and convinced 
.by the difirtterefted fincerity of his 
advice, -Lord Creffey determined to 

adopt 



adopt! Uml fdan whidt h&'^^&kih 
litend^ jQid the ikttte hG^^^likk 
placed Charles Latimer in tbe iest-r 

cowt' Melf ^condu^d to £to&;. 
V^oX^£m6b]& 0£ the:ob]agAtio]is'fa0i 

EimtI entitled hkn^ wid) manypFen 
i(0iom of gratitude, to cotttinue his* 
refidence ia bis houfo, and to re^ 
x^ite h^$ {alary as ufual, till he could 
}i8ve an oj:{K>rt«imty of making that 
})rov|fidn iivdr lik¥]( t^htcth his'fer¥]Ge& 
^efepv^edi Mn Dartoe^ wais toor 
proud Jand too' fond of indepenckhce^ 
to accept :4:l>isoffeJt; 'He difdaincd 
tiir lit^fe -on-^ite bcaint^y ' of a tnan to 
f(i4lo|n h^ -ccsald tio - tonger taiake ait 
;adcquMe' return 5 .and ifeifoon xek 
drtid^'to^a foiallib^ii^in the Wfefii 









ofiJ^agbmii toiTrindtlif had Utffy: 
: txteo^ fn&at&i by Ac a)l|^i^ ' 6£ 

dEjQfid >Cffiffi9}r ! !&W; lib: ^it^^USt; 

vv? tifa iBnccrel i^n^et; and: iafteK5 irft- 
. pcdting tbe^diiep fen& he.cittqcta^xdt^ 
. ofvhis meritSy he '^uTi^ hkaitiaat ail^ 
"biftiptereft ihould be excrtedjte ob?: 
«taia .£ar. faim J. ^tuation bscom^. 
-bis taientsan^bk virtues*; : ;•'.;. 

i.fFbc.Eslil Jiyed joot to'pi^rform 
vtbk; fiarQaii^ r Ia kTs . tbiMii, iksm 
-ytass^ after Mr*. DaceweWa . <iepai> 

tuoe, that inobk Lord fell ai.yii£2:iiB 
;ta tbe:;gautiyu«ider *tbcj efffeftsL aC 
>«bidi:fae . lmd>i k)ng, foffisf edii . -^ ^ ^ 

. - Tbcdlfapiia^ititmeiat of ^ii)fteJrm4Qt: 
-did Ji!6t.'iiit€]^a]>t the tr9da(|iL(iVipiato' 
.^; bappihefii, Which Mf> j ©fli&^y^; 
diiid , -tracied; out' . for hiaif^fj in iJm^ 
3tteiii3it retirement. 
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Soon after his arrival in • Devon- 
fliire, he became acquainted with 
the amiable daughter* of an old offi- 
cer, who had fettled in that part of 
tlie countrj' from motives of oecono- 
my. In her perfon, delicately ilim, 
fhe was more interefting than hand- 
fome ; but the accomplifliments and 
endowments of her mind were the 
attractions which Darewell could not 
withftand. Their charafter, their 
fentiments, their occupations, ^ere 
fo congenial, that tlicy eafily difco- 
vered the merit of each other ; and 
their union foon took place, fanc- 
tioned by the approbation * of her 
father, who had been taught by ex- 
perience, that happinefs might be 
found without the attraAions of 
jank, or the luxuries of wealth. 

five 



Five years were paft in the n;iai>ner 
moft agre^le to Dareweirs difpOT 
fitioDi in doitieftic focietyi^ the dui 
ties of his profeffion, ftudy, and the 
pleafurc of doing good. Though 
their income was fmall> the latter 
was a gratification which both Mn 
and Mrs* Darewell enjoyed in its 
litmoft extent. Their eftablifti- 
ment in a fmall but elegant. cottage, 
where neatnefs and fimplicity fup- 
plied the place of luxury and often* 
tation, was fo well regulated^ .that 
they had always fomething left fou 
the wants of the indigent, and the^ 
occafional calls of friendfllip. Mr. 
Darevifell made it his duty (o becomo 
acquainted with the cbaradter of ail 
bis pariihipners. He.Jiftencd to 
t)^iv artl^fs tales^ pitied their dif^ 

treffes. 
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treflbs, i^Iiewd th^m vrheti ^ftMit 
the exieiYt of his- poiwct, wias'the 
mediator In all their liMfe tii(^utes,. 
uid their proteSor againftoppref- 
fion. His amiable ^Ife readily M^ 
fcWcfl his example, aiict having fefeetTA 
taught by her all-accomplilbed huP 
band the principles ofi chemiffry^. 
a^vctei her knowkdgb t<i the be-- 
nefit {rf her poorer neighbours^. 
With <lie affiiiance of a few books* 
of piuftice, flie eafily obtained a^ 
fufiicient acquaintance with phyfk 
to prcpait thofe comrtlon medicine* 
which, often ufeftil, are never dan*^ 
gBDDuC Thefe were always at th© 
call of'tbel afflifted 5 ind their iifi*^ 
medtfUle r application 'fr*queritl)r kt^- 
xe&iA -^the images- «£ ■ aifcafe; U 
was?adlb^4s5r >dtlighti^td fH^dtwe^- 

:>'ii the 



v* 



^0 u^igeoK^v G^ ' thofe Utfele cdm^ 

^ts yfhkk .Ih^ir porerty defiied ; 

am} Uie kinil mmner ist whtcK thelb 
f. offices of l^uHikai^ty w^re iteiaderGd> 

cootributed no lefs to pclieve the 
^ aipf^s of the ramd> than the paiaft 

of the body. 

WhillJ fhe. thus employed Jber 
tiiiie in removing the complaints of 
ethers, 0ie) alas ! foon Waited the 
fuccour flie hiad fo often alibrdedi 
She bad now been married rathev 
inore tbaa five years, and had id^ 
leady been tthe. mother of four ehil'» 
dren, H^r delicate frasnc^ vreakened 
perhaps by the facred dut:y flie had 
impofed on-hftrfejfj.of bdng the' 
iinrfe of aUhi^r in&nt^, aiftd 4»y the 
forrow which the lois of ;tfae three 
^fkS^ wlw^ Ikfid been airried cff in 

the 



the fniall • pox, had occafionecf^ 
brouglit on a rapid decline. 

The fortitude of Darewell was nofe 
fuffieient to bear her approadii«g» 
diffohition with ferenity ; but wbilfb 
he was agonized with defpair, he 
carefully concealed from the fuffer- 
ing object of his afflicftion, the in- 
voluntary tear which her languid eyp 
and her emaciated fornix wrung inceC* 
fently from his heart. Poop Dare- 
well forgot the mediocrity of hiat 
fortune when his Agnes was in dan^^ 
ger, removed her to the celebrated 
air of BriftoU and confulted the 
ableft pbyficians. Her complaint 
was beyond their power; and zJH 
that beautiful but fatal fpot,. where 
youth, beaut y^ and innocence,, havq 
fo often found a premature grave^ 

Mrs. 
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^(flfia. li^rewell ;expircd» uaooafcious 
x£ her &te» aod BsAis^d by thofir 
^doeitiul b(^s^bich:are the cerfain 
^xji^m and conftftnt concomitants of 
pulmpnftpy difeefes. But though 
%PQrar>t ,of her danger, flip wa$ 
^Qt oin prepared to die, for the pu- 
nljr of her foul had nothing to re- 
gret, to confcfe, or to deplojre. Her 
only remaining <:hild, catching the 
fatdl diftemper from the milk of hi? 
another, fooa followed her to the 
^uve« . 

. The diftradted DareweU, require^ 
ti\ the ;philorophy and piety of his 
chaiSEi&er, to endure the weight of 
kts exiAence,.when the objects. which 
tdio^ie endeared, it were thus (hatched 
-i^Qsxi htm. 

Pifteea years had now elapiied i 
^«9i*. I. £ but 
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but time, though it had calmeS, 
iiad not obliterated the xecolledtioDt 
of his forrows; and whilft thje dup- 
lies and the diSates of his religion 
forced from him the appearance of 
tranquillity, 'he would often devote 
whole hours to private meditation, 
•when his diftrafted foul found v^ent 
in tears. The fudden death of 
Captain Latimer, whom he loved 
•as a^fon, filled the cup of his af- 
fliftion ;' but grief did not make him 
cither morofe, unfeeling, or negleft- 
ful of the happinefs of others. If 
•poffible, more alive than ever to the 
diftrefles of thofe around him, his 
•whole life was fpcnt in adls of cha-r 
rity and beneficence. Mildnefs and 
good humour marked his converfa- 
viion, and his inward woe could only 

:'hc 
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fee^JjcrceiVed by an involuntary figh 
v^liich now and then efcapcd him, 
and by the premature appearance of 
<ige, which his features had af- 
(umed. 

Such was Dafewell, when Frederic 
Latimer, jiift ten years old, was en- 
trufted to his care ! His family at 
this time confifted, befides himfeli^ 
of his fifter Mrs. Murray, who> 
fince the death of her hufbahd, had 
lived with Mr. DareWell, and her 
daughter, a lovely Httle girl juft 
twelve months younger than Frederic. 
Mrs. Murray was ftill handfome in 
her perfon, and elegant in her man- 
ner. She had many traits which 
were obferved in the charadler of 
Darewell, whilft in others fhe was 
totally' differeiit. Like him fiic 

B z was 
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was genett)us ahd charitable; but 
Oie contented lierfelf with clandef. 
tinely relieving thofe whofe diftref- 
fes his aAivity had brought to light i 
and he often difcovered, in an un- 
known benefadbr, the liumahjty of 
his fitter. Like him, her under- 
ftanding was ftVong, and her opi- 
nions liberal ; but flie rarely Ipoke, 
and her fentiments were neVer deli- 
vered, but when they were parti- 
cularly called for by her brother. 
She had known misfortunes, almofl: 
equal to his, but no complaint 
efcaped her lips, ho tear trickled 
down her cheek, no figh relieved 
the overloaded heart, A calm re- 
ferve, which to flrangers had the 
appearance of pride, was obferved la 
all htv a<9:ions, and even to Dare- 
well 
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TTcU fee feldora mejdioned the paft: 
eyeats of her life- She ha^ been' 
married to a gentlemaOi refidextt in. 
die neighbourhood of her father's; 
houfe, who had afterwards, as he 
had heard, been loft in a voyage ta 
the Weft Indies; but though he 
was aware of thefe circumftances, 
which had induced him to offer her 
an afylum, he knew not the par- 
ticulars of his death, or the hiftory 
of the huft>and whom ftie deplored, 
having been abfent at her firft ac- 
quaintance and fubfequent marriage 
with Mr. Murray. Darewell never 
touched on a fubjed which might 
revive the forrows of his fifter, or 
provoke a communication which 
, file evidently declined. Though her 
tongue was filent, (lie fully under- 

£3 ftood 
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ilood the delicate forbearance of her 
brother, which (he tried to return 
by an uninterrupted attention to* 
his domeftic affairs ; whilft he, on his^ 
part, fupplied the place of a father 
t&herorphaiv daughter^ 



■* ■ • ' . . • . If 



at his romantic refidence in the vil- 
lage of Dawlilh, his young charge 
became the fubjeft of his moft' anx- 
ious examination. Recollefting with 
forrow the fad effe&s of Lady Cref- 
fey's partiality to Lord Agincourt, 
he feared that the fimilar mode of 
education which had been adopted 
by Mrs. Latimer, now Duchefs or 
Annan,- while Frederic was the ob- 
jeft of her affeftion, would have 
given him rather the charadber of 
his uncle than of his father. He 
difcovered, with much fatisfadion, 

£ 4 tlmt 



that though early indulgence had' 
rendered him violent, imperious,, 
and avdrfc to ftudy, yet he pof- 
feffed, uncontaminated, a generous 
heart, a candid difpofition, a lively 
genius, and a retentive memory. 
With thefe excellent ingredients, 
Mr. Darewdl did not fear to cor- 
reft the faults which the ill-judged 
fondnefs of his mother had occa- 
sioned; and he entered on the 
•united ta&s of tlit or, guardian, and; 
jpare4it, with more fanguinc hopc% 
than he at firft ventured to enters 
tain. 

Mrs. Murray, whofe outward rer 
ferve concealed a foul of a moft fu- 
perlor mit^re, made it her ftudy 
to fliare with her brother the ami- 
able office he had undertaken. 

Novelty 



Kovelty oa young minds biaB eveir 
tke eSed: of happin/ds.; and.tba 
change of fcene whicK. Frederic 
now experienced^ unkec} to tJie 
kindnefs of Mr. Darewdl and hii^ 
fitter, prevented bis feeling any re-» 
gret at his removal. At firft he- 
would command, and was furprifed 
at not being obej'^d ;. would- cry,, 
and was ftill more aftonifhed at his 
tears being difregarded.. By the: 
ftcady aind uniform condud - of his. 
preceptors, he was fooa taught,.that 
the expreffion of humour <3eprived 
him of the object he defired, whilft 
the civility of a requcft genemliy 
procured him the thing be wished 
for. This infenfibly produced a 
change in his condud, and the 
troublefome -childy who^ had dif- 

traded 



trafted' the ekgant affemblies cf 
Mts. Latimer, became as docile ia*- 
the parlour, though ftill -ardent in. 
his little purfuits of pleafure, as he»^ 
was fpirited when in company with 
boys of his own age. It was a taik- 
of greater difficulty to lead his liveljr* 
turn of mind to habits of appli^ 
cation. Mr. farewell took tho^ 
only means of enforcing his zeal by^ 
exciting his emulation. The little 
Charlotte, daughter to Mrs. Mur* 
ray, though a year , younger than 
Frederic, having been conftantly 
under the eye of a well-educated 
and attentive mother^ and latterly 
under the fuperior direftion of .Mr* 
Darewell, was already much further 
advaoced in her education than the 
4)oiIed . and neglected Frederic. By 

repeat-^ 



itpeatedly calling this difgracefdk 
circumftaiiGe to Aus recoUeftlod, ^vl 
inftruding them together, his pro-* 
vident tutor taught him to be. inr 
duftrioiis. 

' By unremitted attention, be feooi 
equalled his lovely little coni^safnon, 
who fliared both his amufemcnts 
and his ftudies. Mr. Darewell then 
held out to him as a reward for ilill 
ferther exertion, that he fliould ;i» 
a flibrt time commence the ftudy 
of the claflics, a fphere beyond the 
extent of Charlotte's education. He 
found with furprife that this had not 
its effei^:, and that Frederic con(K 
dared this feparation as a jpmiiOi^ 
ment* 

'Mr. . Darewell took adrantage of 
this innocent predil^eft ion ^and whil^ 



he rewarded his zeal by letting bipir 
pafs the yemaiader of tlje day with- 
Charlotte, he chechcd the inatten-^ 
tion, of which his volatile im^i- 
nation would fometimes be guilty,. 
by a temporary or lengthened ba- 
aifhnient from the faciety of his 
Uttle companion. 

Mrs. Murray, wha was pafficai-; 
ately fond of the wild and roxnaiitic 
beauties of nature, would often, at- 
tended by her daughter and Frede*- 
lie, ramble over the magnificent 
mountains wliich furrounded the 
cottsige of her brother, or " along; 
^* the fliore of the .far -founding 
^ ocean.,'* which flowed in majeftic 
grandeur at the foot of the peaqe- 
fal vilbge. Thefe pidur/5fque,fcene:s 
made a ksling impvcSion on. .the 
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"Vivnd tjf Fiedcric, which no time 
<nr change of place could ev^r 6b-- 
Irterate. 

TWo years were thus paft, m 
which by the conftant care ami di^ 
3%ence of Mr. Darewell, his young 
puprl had made rapid advatt<{es u% 
literary improvement. His hesitA 
naturally good, though debafed by 
indulgence, recferered all its. original 
warmth ; and his mind, free and 
•open, was cured of the vulgatr feaE5t 
prejudices, and fuperftitions, witH 
which the credulity of his nurfes 
had difgtaced it. His health had 
+ecei ved no lefs benefit from his re- 
lidence in Devonftlirev The fine 
air of that charming climate* the 
<!Oriftant exercife and regular hours 
twhich Mr. ©arewcll enforced, no 

lefs 



Icffs' by example than by precept^* 
had fti^ngthened his figure, and 
given a glow to his complexion, 
which his extreme faicnefs rendei^cd 
very apparent* 

' Such was Frederic Latimer, whea 
Mr. Darewell, convinced of the ge- 
neral advantages of a public fchool,^ 
to which -Frederic's charafter was 
particularly adapted, determined,' 
though with much regret, to re-- 
move him to Weftminfter. In an 
affair of this importance, he thougiit 
it right to alk the opinion and di- 
redlion of the Ducheis of Annan, 
who, in the courfe of two years, had 
condefcended thrice to enquire by 
letter after the health of her fon; 
Her 'grace's anfwer was conveyed in 
^ihfee lines,' fimply inferring Mr; 

Dare- 
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Darewell to the will of Captain La« 
timer, about which 0ie declared (he 
(hoiild not interfere, leaving it to 
him to fulfil, vas he thought fit, the 
ta(k he had undertaken. Darewell 
read this unfeeling leMer with the 
coi^empt which it naturally -excit* 
ed,-and whilft he deeply regretted 
the fad lot of the orphan Frederic, 
.who was in fad deprived of both his 
iparents, he refolved to guard him 
againft the unprotected ftate m 
which he was left, by giving him an 
early knowledge of life, which a 
:public fchqol never fails'to afford. 

The little Frederic, whofe under- 
•ftanding exceeded his years, was fen- 
tfiblc of all the kindnefs of his guar- 
?dian j and when he heard he was to 
:xemove from his hofpitableroof, he 



<Uit fijpw for the ArO^ ;tttne. The 

'ib)kle pf aj^robAtioa ^wiitix. wjiich 
Mn Pat«weU bow .«ad. thea re* 
w^d^ hi? good bebavipur, Jiis pd^ 

>and cp'nverfation with Charlotte 
Murray) and his wild rat^blea wkH 
her mother, whom he confidqi^d 
as his pwn^ were his iunple and 
only idea$ of happinefs* To be 
taken from thefe fond objefts, was, 
in his. mind, to be baniQied from 
all that was valuable in lifes but 
Mr. Darewell had commanded, and 
Frederic, young as he was, was con- 
vinced that his motive muft be 
good. With an heavy heart, he 
bade adieu to his innocent compa* 
j)ion, whilft ihe faw his departure 
with no lefs regret. They exchanged 
*heir little tokens of regard, and 

^ach (hed the tears of early grief. 

X When 



When Mrs. Murray wiflied the 
pupil of lier brother farewell, her 
wonted fercnity almofl: forfook her ; 
and as (he flipped a purfe into his 
hand, flie turned away to , conceal 
a 'weaTcnefs which fhe had never yet 
betrayed. 

The chaife was now at the door ; 
and Mr. Darewefl, himfelf not un- 
moved, haftened his young pupil 
i^way^ 



vol. r. 
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CHAP. VI. 



If Frederic was furprifed at the 
little refpeft which was paid to his. 
commands on his firfl arrival at 
Mr. Darewcll's, what muft now 
have been his fenfations in exchang- 
ing the hofpitable roof of his affec- 
tionate guardian, for the rude fare 
of a public boarding-houfe ^ the 
tender protedion of Mrs. Murray, 
for the undifcriminating attention 
of a common fervant ; the mild in- 
ftruftions of Mr. Darewell, for the 
unvarying fev^rity of a public fchool; 
and the much loved fociety of the 
interefting little Charlotte, for the 

coarfe 
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Coarfe jokes, frequent blows, and 
tyrannical comrvands, of his new 
companions. Whoever has paft 
through Weftminfter, will remem- 
ber his firft feelings in becoming a 
member of that feminary ; and how- 
ever grat-eful .be inay be for the ul- 
timate. advantages derived from i{% 
inftitution, he will fcarcely look 
back on hb early days ther^ with-* 
out fome degree of horror. Warm 
in his feelings, and iititable in his 
aature, Frederic was particularly 
fenfibfe of this grea«t cliange of fi- 
tuation; and for fome time his 
young heart felt, all the pai^gs of 
fiiacere regret, wheu he thought of 
the happy ;fGene8 of Dawljfib. But 
gflief, at this age, is not of long 
continuance.* He foon reconciled 

F 2 himfelf 
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htmfelf to his new occupations, and 
in a (hort time became no lefs di£- 
tinguilhed for bis fpirit by the boys, 
than for his talents by the matters. 
Thef fame defifcof diftinftion whick 
prompted his induftiy in ftudy, fol- 
lowed him in his amufements^ and 
Latimer was at once the beft fcbo- 
lar, the beft cricketer, and the beft 
boxer of Weftminfter School. In 
that miniature of human life, he 
foon got an infight into the cha- 
rafter of his fellow-'Creatures, and 
early found that vice, art, cruelty, 
and oppreffiofl, -were fuoccfsfully 
jwraftifed in the world i but whilft 
he was convinced of this truth, his 
heart was too generous to adopt 
any one of them in his condud, ot. 
ievcn to guaid liim againft their 

•effed: 
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dfefl in others*- In theory Latitnec 
was already a man, but in pradice a 
perfedl chil^* 

Warm and pomanttc in- hiis friend-* 
fliips, he was often the dupe of bis 
more crafty companions ; and his 
purfe^ though but thinly garnifhedr 
was frequently emptied to relieve a 
tale of diftrers,4whi€h only exifted in 
the art' of t4ie relater, and the en«> 
thufiafm ofitbe donor*. 

As Latimer advanced* to' man* 
hood,, he" be«ame the pioteftor of 
the younger boys, and often "foughtr 
^ in battJcs not his own.'* 

But whilft he was praifed by the 
makers and loved by his compani>* 
ons,* he experienced a very different 
treatment feom his mother. The 
great diilance o£ Dawlilh.frota Inrx^ 

F 3 ^ don. 
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don, rendered it impoffible for Mr^ 
Darewell to receive his adopted fon. 
more than once in eveiy year. In 
the fummer hoh'days, the happy 
.Latimer flew back* to the much 
valued' feenes of his ^arly life ; but 
at the other vacations he was left 
to the mercy of the Duchefs of An- 
nan. It was but rarely that her 
Grace, more than ever wedded to 
diffipatipn, and now the mother of 
a noble Marquis, condefcended to 
recolleft the plebeian offspring of 
her former marriage. Sometimes 
on a Sunday, the ducal equipage,, 
blazoned over with arms, coronets, 
Tind fupporters, flopped with due 
form at Mrs. Martin's houfe, where 
Frederic' boarded, and conduced 
"kim ^ to the fplendid refideiice of 
• » her 
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fcer Grace ; but the cooi indiiFer- 
ence of his mother, ber marked 
preference to the young Lord his 
brother, and the infultong conde- 
fcenfion of the Duke, were little 
calculated to imprefs with fenti- 
ments of affeftion or gratitude, the 
warm, proud,, and generous heart of 
Frederic- He foon grew difgufted 
with the vaunted kindnefs of his 
mother, and a pretended cold or 
head-ache, often fent back unoc- 
cupied the fplendid carriage of the 
Duchefs^ 

Tp have received Frederic in the. 
holidays not fpent in Devonfhire, 
was an a£i of troublefbme hofpita- 
lity, whicli tlie Duke and Duchefs 
of Annan were inc-apable of exier- 
cifing; and whilfl the other boys^ 

F 4 haflened 



bafteifiedwith all the dear deiightr 
ful thoughts of home to the arms 
cf thek parents, poor Frederic was^ 
left folitary, hopelefe, and unpro* 
teftcd« In one. of thefe melancholy 
vacations be was fei^od with a ma^ 
lignant fevcr^ which had very nearly 
terminated his exiftence* Even this 
impejiding danger did not rekindle 
the affe<^ion of a mother ; and the 
feat of contagion to her Aether child 
afforded a convenient excufe to her 
Grace^ .who, whilfl: the fon of her 
once loved Latinier lay in the ago- 
jiies of deaths (hone the laughing 
heroine of balls, operas^, and maf^ 
querades. , A flrangpr performed 
the parentis negleded duty; and 
Mrs. Martin, feeling for her orphaa 
boarder . the fentiments of pity of 

which 



Ike Duchefs was infenfibte, attended' 
him with unceafing care ; ^nd ' hev 
exertions^ united to t^ofe of hh. me*"' 
dical advifersy leftorcd him verjr' 
unexpedediy to life. The unfttel- 
bg conduct of his. only near relation 
funk, deep into the heart of Lati- 
jfQcr^ and his. folitary unpfotefted 
ftate, which became every hour m<iw«, 
apparent by comparihg it with that 
of his companions,, whilft it often 
checked the vivacity of his difpofi* 
tion,, was not without utility, ia 
teaching him, even at this early age, 
to think and ajffc for himfeif. 

Thus paft the firft years of Fre- 
deric Latimer^ He was now fe** 
venteen, head boy of Weftmmfter 
Scliool, aiKl in every refpeft qua- 
lified for the Univcrfity, Mr; Dare- 
well 
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well determined to remove him im- 
mediately to Oxford ;. but previa- 
©ufly to his admiffion there, he fent 
him an invitation, which was wil- 
lingly accepted, to pafs the fummer- 
montlis, which now intervened be- 
tween the holidays and the Ofto- 
ber term, with his family at Daw- 
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Pe r h APS one of the bappieft pe- 
riods of Frederic's life,, was that 
which he now pafled with his be- 
loved friends in Devonfhire. Live- 
ly, gay, animated with all the flat- 
tering hopes of youth, freed from: 
the reftraints of fchool, and blefled ' 
with the fociety of thofe whom he 
loved moft on earth, three months- 
flipped away in tranquil and unin- 
terrupted enjoyment, Mr. Dare- 
well faw, with the moft lively fen*' 
fations of delight, the accomplifli> 
ment of all his wiflies, and the re- 
ward of his care, in the dawning 

virtues. 



virtues, fouod fenfe, folid acquire**^ 
ments, and el^ant talents of Lati-^ 
mcr.. Tl^ anxiom tutor was not^. 
however,^ without apprcbenfions for- 
his future happinefs ; and thougji^ 
li^ was convinced of tte excellence 
of bis* hearty, and the integrity of his 
principlea^ be feared, whilft he ad* 
mirdd, the unfufpe<9ing wamthj 
fine fpirit,. and generous. candour of 
his chwradler*. DarewcU knew too* 
much of the world,- not to forefee 
the excefles and> difiiculties into 
which : thefe- amiable traits would 
probabUjr lead himi 

Duriog the fummn . poft at 
Dawliftt,. he had reaibn more than 
once to make this paiiful remarik^ 
and hd trembled when be. looked 
forward, to. th^ rnoment^ when tlic' 
• . : . ardent 



-ardent Frederic, left without any 
iriend to check his warmth, or to 
dircd: his ftcps, ihould be expofed 
to the fole guidance of his generdltrt 
heart and inexperienced yontb. 

If Mr. Darewell was pleafed with 
his young pupil, there were other 
perfons of his family to whom he 
was ^K)t lefs acceptable. Mi's. Mur-' 
ray, who felt for him all the ten- 
'dernefs of a mother, was delighted 
with his fond remembrance, his un* 
remitting attention, his lively fai- 
lles, his^candid difpofition, and un* 
afFefted manner. Her lovely daugh*^ 
ter, now fixteen, had thrown afide 
the eafy: familiarity with which fbe- 
mfed to accoft the companion of hef 
youth; be was no longer " Frede-j 
*"^ric,'* -** her dear Frederic,'^' or 

even 
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^ven Latimer, " the formal Ivrr.** 
or " the cold Sir," were carefully 
added. But though her addrefs was 
lefs warm, and hex manner moce 
dillant, Charlotte's heart felt fenti- 
Vnents very different from thofe which, 
her tongue exprefied. 

His expedted return from Weft- 
minftcr, had occiifioned a flutter of 
Ipirks very uhiafual in the tranquil 
bofom of the innocent Charlotte, 
which his prefence contributed in 
no little, degree to incrcafe. 

Frederic had not been at Daw- 
lifli for two years,; his extreme weak- 
^nefs, occafioned by the illnefs men- 
•tioned in the laft- chapter, having 
prevented his ufual vifit the prcce- 
-ding fummer. Tbefe two years had- 
'xnade a moft flriking alteration in 

his 
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appearance. When he kft vi* 
5ited his friends in Devoriftiine, he 
vfBS a fine bandlbme boy, as fuch 
be was remembered, as fuch he was 
"flail ex^pefted to be feen. Tlie fur- 
prife of the wliok party was there- 
fore not a little, when, on, the long- 
looked -for dayof hb arrival, a foiart 
ikfhionable young, man, nearly &k 
feet tigh, dreffed in the prefcnt 
ftile of fimple elegance, jumped 
from his horfe, and flew into the 
arms of DarewelL In his fine fea-* 
tures and unchanged affedtion, the 
<leHghted tutor ■ rccoUefted his be* 
loved Latimer ; and as he iiook his 
h^nd with all the warmth of parcn- 
•tal regard, the tear of joy trickled 
4ovkii 'his face. Mrs. Muiray, pleaf-^ 

ed 
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cd and farprifcd, returned his em* 
brace with her ufual warmth. 

Not fo the blufliing Charlotte, 
who, Bs he Tan towards her with 
his ufuaSl warmth, coldly receded; 
Frederic was not lefs embarraffed* 
He beheld her with equal aftonifli- 
ment; and, with trembling lips, 
ventured to kifs the hand whidh 
fhe half withdrew. If Latimer 
was altered, Charlotte was no lefe 
fo. When he faw her laft, (he was 
a lovely fchool girl, with all the 
thoughtlefs, carelefs vivacity of four- 
teen, in a white froc'k, red flippers, 
and iron collar. Thefe marks of in- 
fancy were now thrown afide, almoft 
full grown, finely formed, graceful, 
.and ftill unaffeded, ilie had aifumed 

,tlie 



the drefs of a womacl, thou^ tht ftill 
retained thfe naivete df a chiWl- Fre- 
deric viewed her ripening beauties 
with furprife' and admiration. Her 
<:omplexioii retained ail its ufual fair- 
nefsi whilft her features, grown more 
ex!preffive^ and her figure more per- 
fed, reqdened her lovelier than even 
Her eye was blue, large, and animat- 
ed, her whole countenance beautiful, 
and her form the model of Grecian 

Such appeared Charlotte Murray 
to the enraptured eye of Latimer ; 
nor did he fee her unmoved i- Ufed 
from his infancy to feel for her the 
tendereft; affection, he perceived that 
though that- affedion- Vvas by no 
means diminilhcd, it had - affumed 
fcntimentsof a very different nature. 

VOL. I. G She 
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She was no longer his little innocent 
play-fellow, the quiet companion of 
his ftudies, and the tranquil fharer 
of his amufements. She now agi- 
tated his whole foul, her prefence 
gave a charm to all around her, 
whilft joy was a ftranger in her ab- 
fence. With all the warmth of his 
age, and the enthufiafm of his na- 
ture, he encouraged a paffion, the 
imprudence of which his rcafon, if 
he could have ufed it, would eafily 
have taught him. He became her 
conftant attendant, and was always 
at her fide. If (he walked, he was 
fure to have fome perfon to fee, 
fome bufinef3 to tranfad: near the 
fpot to which fhe was going; if flic 
worked he would immediately pro- 
pofe reading to her; and if (he fat 

unem- 



laneraployed, te woyjd try to en- 
gage her in cpnverfetion. At din- 
uer he always contrived to be fcated 
next her ; and was more than once 
guilty of the difirefped of helpijng 
her before her mother or her uncle. 
When (he fpoke he admired the good 
fenfe and propriety of Jbcr remark, 
however trivial ; when ilie was 
filent, he commended the merit of 
modeft diffidence J and when flic 
moved, he often put her to the 
blufh by an enraptured compliment 
on the grace of her manner, or tlie 
beauty of lier perfon. Charlotte 
was, on her part, not infenfible to 
his merit, or difple^d by bis atten* 
tion. At the age, when romantic 
fentiments are particulariy alive, 
formed witli warm and affeftionate 

G 2 feelings. 
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feelings, and accuftomed from her 
infancy to regard Frederic Latimer 
as her brother, fhe flattered herfelf 
that ftie was guilty of no impru- 
dence in encouraging an involuntary 
attachment to the amiable pupil of 
her beloved uncle. Deceived by 
this Ipecious reafoning, Ihe every 
hour drank more deeply the poifon 
of love. With all the delicacy of 
her fex, (he concealed, even from 
herfelf, the fecret of her heart, yet 
it might have been difcovered in 
the very pains (he took to prevent 
its difclofure. When Latimer came 
into the room, (he would fuddenly 
leave it; if he'^fpoke to her, the 
colour would fly into her face ; and 
when (he accofted him, the forma- 
lity of her manner little accorded 

with 
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With the trembling agitation of her 
voice. When alone, fhc was fur- 
prifed at finding that her ufual oc- 
cupations ceafed to amufe, and that 
Latimer, the fafcinating Latimer, 
was the only objeft capable of in* 
terefting her thoughts, or direfting 
her purfuits. She was fond of draw- 
ing, and had already made fom^ 
proficiency in that accomplifliment. 
Landfcapes had hitherto been the 
fubje6t of her defigns ; and the pic- 
turefque country in which 0ie lived, 
afforded ample fcope for the employ- 
ment of her talents. Thefe majeftic 
fcencs now lod all their attraction -, 
portraits became her only ambition; 
and the handfome^face of Frederic 
the model of her pencil. If fhe read, 
Hiftory and the Bel/es Leares, which 

03 by 
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by tlie wife and kind feleftion of 
Mrs. Murray were formerly both her 
attiufement and her ftudy, had na 
Idnget the mean^ of entertaining. 
her; and her uncle's library wai 
ranfaeked for Novels, Poetry, and 
Romances. In company, a figh 
would often efcape her unconfcious 
breaft ; and her reveries mode her 
fometiraes inattentive to thofc 
around het. 

Frederic was not fcfs agitated ot 
lefs changed in charafter. Riding,, 
his favourite purfuit, was now to- 
tally abandoned. When an excur* 
fion of that fort was prcq)ofed, a 
cold, an head-ach, or a particular 
ehgagemetit^ always prefented a 
ready excufei The fociety of hi$ 
guardian, his former chief happi- 
>^ nefs. 
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nels, \vas no longer courted with 
avidity, and loving hiin with the 
tendereft refpeft and moft devoted 
gratitude, he yet evidently declined 
being alone with him. In flior|:, 
Charlotte ppffeflpd his whole foul ; 
and every other idea in the roman- 
tic breaft of Frederic, was a tacit 
infidelity to the miftrefs of his af- 
feftions. His literary purfuits were 
now wholly devoted to the compo- 
fition of verfes defcriptive of his 
paffion^ and» under every claffical 
allegory, Charlotte ipight eafily be 
difcovered. 

Though the evident attachmei^t 
of thefe young people would not 
have efcaped the curious eye of an 
obferving ftranger, it was long be- 
fore ]^4r6• lylurray or Mr. Dare well, 

G 4 accuf- 
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accuftomed ftill to confider thenr 
as children, difcovered the unfor- 
tunate predileftion which they had 
taken for each other. An accr- 
dent, which had very nearly been 
attended by fatal confequences, firfl: 
difclofed the unexpcdted truth. 
Frederic, attached from his infancy 
to the fea, and in the habit at Weft- 
minfler of paffing many of his lei^ 
fure hours on the Thames, was par- 
ticularly fond of water-partres ; and 
had often, during his* ftay at Daw- 
lifh, perfuaded Mrs. and Mifs Mur- 
ray to accompany him. As they 
were one evening taking an excur- 
fion of this fort, the weather fud- 
denly changed, and the lowering; 
iky threatened a tempeft. The 
failors recommended an immediate 

return ^ 
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return ; but the attempt was more 
difficult than they expefted. In a 
few minutes the wind blew a hurri*- 
cane, the thunder roared, the light- 
ning flaflted, the* rain defcended 
in torrents, and the waves rolled 
over each other with impetuous 
violence. The little boat in which 
they fat covered with water, and 
tofled up and down at the mercy 
of the ftorm, for it wa^ no longer 
poffible to guide it, fecmed every 
tnftant ready to perilh. Mrs. Mur- 
ray, indifferent to her own fate, but 
tremblingly alive to the peril of her 
child, endeavoured to command 
her feelings, and with ill-diffembled 
eafe confoled her diftrafted daugh- 
ter, who clung round her neck in 
an agony of grief, whilfl: de^air 

was: 



was painted in her frantic counte* 
nance. Frederic, in<;:apable of per- 
fonal fear, was folely occupied with 
the darker of his Charlotte ; and 
forgetting, at this dreadful moment, 
every thought of prudence, be- 
trayed, though in the prefencc of 
Mrs, Murray, the whole force of 
his attachment. He tore his coat 
from hi? back, wrapped it round 
her (boulders, and tried, though in 
vain, to (belter her from the wet. 
With wild incoherent expre(fions, 
he accufed himfelf of deliberate 
murder in expofing her to fuch a 
fituation, threatened, entreated thp 
failors to m^ke every exertion, andi 
became, by his anxiety for her, ^l- 
mo(ta6 agitated as herfelf. At length, 
after they had beat about in this ftat.e 

of 
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of peril morcthananhour; thewind in- 
fome ckgree abated ; ami the Tailors^ 
with vaft labour and no inconfider- 
able IkiJl, contrived to reach tlie 
land. Charlotte had long been in* 
fenfible of every thing that wa^ 
paffing, and now lay, fenfelefs^ 
drenched with wet and apparently 
dead, at the feet of her mother. 
Frederic feized her in his arms, and 
ran with her to the houfe of Mr. Dare* 
well, at the window of which that ve- 
nerable man fat with trembling ap* 
prehenfion, watching every motion of 
the boat^and with fervent piety pray- 
ing for their efcape. Mrs. Murray 
foon followed, and they all united ia 
exerting every endeavour to recover 
the fenfelefs Charlotte. For fome 
time (be (hewed no figns of life; 

and 
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and Frederic, believing her recoi'ery 
impoffible, and incapable of bear- 
ing the dreadful thought, tore his 
hair with frantic violence ; and, fal- 
ling at her ktt, profefled aloud the 
ardour of his paflion and his refolu- 
tion not to furvive her. Charlotte 
was taken to bed, and by degrees 
recovered the ufe of reafoo. In- 
deed (be was not materially hurt, 
though the fcene to which (lie had 
been expofed, and the cold (he had 
caught, confined her to her room^ 
Mr, Darewell, being fatisfied that 
his niece was in no danger, thought 
next of the unfortunate attachment 
which Latimer, in the agitation of 
the moment, had di&lofed^ Dif- 
tre(red' bcyong expreflion at this 
painful difcoverj', he faw at once, 

and 
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• 

and cenfured his own imprudence 
in bringing them together 5 yet their 
extreme youth, and the intimacy 
in which they had pafled their early 
youth, were excufes for his condu6t,» 
which all but himfelf would readily 
have admitted. He found Frede- 
ric, with folded arms, traverfing 
the paflage which led to Char- 
lotte's room, his wet clothes ftill 
unchanged, and his whole appear- 
ance bearing the marks of the wild- 
eft diftradiion. The moment he 
perceived Mr. Darewell he flew to 
him, and, in accents of trembling ap- 
prehenfion, exclaimed, " Speak, Sir, 
" I entreat you, is Charlotte worfe ? 
** O, tell me quickly, what can I do 
** to fave her ; willingly would I 
^ lay down my life to preferve 

" her's. 
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•* bcr*s, which, though a thoufand 
•* times dearer to me than my own> 
^ I have wantonly, thoughtlefsly, 
••and wickedly expofed." Mr. 
Darewell affured him over and over 
again, that his niece was in no dan- 
ger whatever. It was long before 
he was fufEciently pacified to be • 
Keve, what he fo anxioufly defircd. 
When, at length, his fpirits had in 
fome degree recovered their compo- 
fure, he was, with much difficulty, 
perfuaded to beftow a thought on 
bimfelf, and to retire to bed. This 
precaution, and the excellence of his 
conftitution, prevented his fuffering 
from the accident of the evening ; 
iiad the next morning, his health 
being ^unimpaired, Mr. Darewell 
determined at once to prepare him 

for 
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for his removal to Oxford, He en- 
tered fully into the fubjed of the 
unfortunate attachment, which he 
had profeffed for his niece ; and after 
proving to him, by every argument 
of reafon, that the indulgence of it 
Would be equally injurious to her 
and to himfelf, he thus continued : 
"** But if neither your own welfare, 
*^ nor that of the innocent Char- 
**' lotte, are motives of fufficient 
force to diffuade you from fo*wild 
a projedt, fliew, at lead, fome 
^ refped to my charafter, hitlierto 
•** unfullied. Recoiled the feverc 
** judgment of the world, and the 
** haughty charaftcr of your mother, 
^' Will not (he, and indeed all man- 
•* kind, imagine, that- 1 laid a tftip 
*^ to enfnare your youthful affec- 

** tions ? 
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tions? Diflionour, which has as yet 
been wanting to my misfortunes, 
** will dmfaitter the evening of my 
^ days, whilft you, marted in the 
fair ptbfpedsof life, and flopped 
in ev^ry purfuit of glory^ will 
fooh execrate the day when you 
firft beheld the* haplefs object of 
your prefent frantic attachments 
For your fake I would even ex- 
^ pofe myfelf to the ignominy of 
•^ the world, if I was not convinced, 
** that with my reputation, would 
" be facrificed your liappinefs, and 
^* that of my nieee--my refolution 
is taken — ^you mud meet no more. 
I will not drive you from my 
" houfe, 'but unlefs you determine 
*** to fet out for Oxford to-morrow, 
** Charlotte and my f^fter (hall re- 

-^tirc 



At 
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^.^ tire, to the difbnt refid^nce of f 
^^ relatiofl« Change of £:eae, the 
*^ amufeoients, and the a&ive em- 
ployments of your age, will fooa 
cure you of this bayiih partiality^ 
which early habit and want of oc- 
cupation have ibiely created. As 
to my poor niece, I hope and 
^^ truft: that her peace of mind ha^ 
*VQOt beeo affefted by your mif- 
^^ placed attentions. It at any rate 
" becomes doubly neceflary, that 
** fhe ihould no longer be expofed 
^ to the addrefles of a man who 
" never can be h^r huftand, The 
delicacy of her' (ex^ and the pro- 
priety of hqr opiiuon;s» wfU^ in « 
(bort time, teach her to think as 

" I dor 

Mr. Daceweli pauit^ £^ ^ reply. 
Vdx. I. H Frederic 
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Fi;ederic was for fomc moments in* 
capable of cxpreffion ; at length, 
with a confufcd manner and heff- 
tating accent he exclaimed : " Do^ 
with me, Sir, what you pleafe; 
1 cannot endure the idea of giving 
a moment's pang to you. my more 
" than fiitlier. If I have erred, it 
** was involuntary. Charlotte's per- 
** fcftions — ^Oh, Sir, you have once 
*• loved yourfelf, pity me, they were 
■* irrefiftible. Their impreffion can- 
" not be effaced from my heart. If 
** I muft be torn from her, my mi- 
^* fery is certain; but you com- 
^* mand ; your charafter is at ftake, 
^ can I hefitate ? . No, Sir, you may 
^* depehd on my obedience. I will 
*• fly . to the Univerfity, I will 
** leave tfee only objefis interefting 

^* to 
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* to me in life, 'without iny ton- 
" folation, but the fond endearing 
•* remembrance of thofe 1 Icavt btr* 
"' hind^^ Let this facrifice prove the* 
"extent of niy gratitude!" ^-Me 
could add fid mores he Viiflied but 
of the r6om, and threw hlmfelf in 
agonies on his bed. There he lay 
fehfelefe for fome minutesl At 
length, awakened as it were from 
a ftaitc of lethargyj his frightened 
imagination J)ainted to him all the 
extent of his wretchednefs. Urged 
by duty, ^ritude, and affeAipn, 
in a moment of great agitation, he 
had promifed ' to leave Mr. l>are- 
weirs houfe. When he tecoliefted 
that that promife in faA incliided 
an engagement to fee Charlotte bo 
riiOTe, ISice tlic • fame rta&n which 
' * HZ Ten- 

266355 « 
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rendered it improper for him now 
to ftay, would, in future, exclude 
him from the parfonage^ he felt all 
the horrors of defj»ir. His pro- 
mife, his benefador^ his honour, all 
*were now foi^gotten, and he deter- 
mined to fee the ctgeA of his affec- 
tion, to vow to her eto-nal fidelity, 
mnd to gain her confcnt lo a fecret 
correfpondence* 

He fought in vain to opportu- 
nity bf carrying this refolution into 
effeft- She appeared no more that 
day. Evening approached ; thfe de- 
dining rays fcemed to him the end 
of exiftence. When he remem- 
loered that the ** fistting fun, which 
« Qpw with yellow radiance light- 
^ ened all the vale,'* marked the 
|)€riod «f his departing happinefs; 

and 
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and that its returniBg dawn would 
bring the moment of his exile, when, 
driven from the houfe of his pro- 
teftor, from the romantic and much 
loved fccnes of his early youth, arid 
from the prefcnce of her he adored^ 
he (hould be at once deprived of 
every intereft in lift, his diftraded 
foul was overwhelmed with grief, 
IJJot to fee Charlotte once again, not 
to afTure her of his everlafting affec- 
tion, not to bid her once farewell, 
were ideas toO painful to be endured. 
He at laft recoilcfted that the per- 
fon who had been Charlotte*s nurfe, 
was flill her attendant. To her he 
determined to apply: (he had loved 
him in his infancy ; had often found 
an excufe for his little faults; and 

« 

his heiwt ftill remembered with gri- 

H 3 titude. 
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titude, tile hoarded c^ke, the ap-. 
pie, or the orange^ with which the: 
good Woman was wont to greet his. 
annual return from fcbool. Per- 
haps Ihe might ftill feel for him; 
perhaps (he might ftill afford him 
the only enjoyment of which his 
fad fate admitted. With anxious 
eye he watched the opening of 
Charlotte*s door, where he knew 
the afifedionate creature was./^on 
duty. At length he perceived her 
removing the untouched plate of 
dinner, of which poor Charlotte*s 
appetite was ftill too weak to par- 
take. He flew towards her; and 
expref&ig an anxious defire to make 
enquiries after the health of her 

nViftrefs, entreated to ^^ak to her 

- « 

in hi^ rocrfn. Taking her kindly by 
- ' ^ ' the 
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tte hand; — ^* Do you knoW," faid 
Frederic, " that this is the laft night 
** I am to pars at Dawlifli.'*—." Hca- 
** ven forbid," exclaimed the wpr- 
thy old woman, " I am fure my 
" poor young lady's heart will break 
" to hear thefc fad tidings, and God 
" knows (he is ill enough at pre- 
" fent ; but fure Mafter Frederic 
** you are not in earneft ^ indeed 
** this is not a time for jokes*'* 

" I joke, I iucreafe yourmiftrefb's 
*'^ illnefs ; no, Deborah, the truth is 
" too certain. . At eight o'clock 
*5 to-morrow morning I leave the 
" parfonage, never to return; but 
" I have not the vanity, to think 
*' that my departure will give grief 
" to any one." 

** Oh, dp not talk fo, my. dear 

H 4 '' young 
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** young gentleman,*' exclaimed the 
artlcfs Deborah, *' when you go> 
** there will not be a dry eye in 
•* Dawlifli town, man, woman, or 
"child!" 

Latimer's heart was moved by 
her honeft fimplicity; and it was 
fome moments before he could dif- 
clofe his purpofe. At length, fum- 
moning all his refolution, he con- 
tinued : — •^ My good nurfe, you fcem 
" to pity me, do me then the only 
" kindnefs which can be of any fer- 
'* vice. Perfuade Charlotte to let 
** me fee her one moment alone. 
" You remember us children toge- 
" their ; you remember us playing 
" round your lap ; is it not hard 
** that we ftiould part, never to ineet 
*^agaii^ without one vviwd' of ten- 



r 
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•* dcr farewell ; yet fuch k my 
guavdian's order. Surely there 
wilt be no harm to difobey your 
" mafter, fo far as to accompany 
*' Charlotte to the garden to-mor^ 
** row morning at feven o'clock, 
** before either Mrs. Murray and 
" Mr, Dareweli have left their 
*^ rooms. All I ajik is to fee her 
*^ once again, to afiure her of all 
** my affedion, and to offer up in 
" her prefence my prayers for her 
" happinefs.'* 

Deborah paufed^ ihe efteemed 
.ind refpeded her mafter, contrary 
to whofe direftions (he nev6r yet 
bad ventured to • a^Jt ; yet fli^ 
loved the young peqples and (he 
iliiougbt it-CTuel tfeey^ouid not fay 
one fciftd word at porting^ .' What 

harm 
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harm could there be in allowing the 
children> who had all their lives 
been brought up together, to have 
one half hour's converlation ? Thus 
arguing in the unfufpedting iimpli* 
city of her nature, and moved by 
the entreaties of Frederic, the good 
woman promifed to ufe her beft 
endeavours with her miftrefs. 

Flattered with tlie hope of once 
more beholding the objed: of his 
aJflTedtion, Frederic became more 
calm, came down to fupper, and 
lillened with apparent attention to 
the kind and friendly admonitions 
of his tutor on his approaching en- 
-trance into life. .Mr. Darewell was 
too liberal to make any allufions ta 
the converfation of the mc»'ning ; 
and he contented, himfelf with, re- 
peating 



pcaf ing the general advice he ha d 
often given him, as^ to the conduit he 
ought to adopt, the ftudies it would 
be proper for him to purfue, the 
company it would be prudent to* 
(ele<5t, and the vicejagainft which it 
would be neeeffary for him to guard, 
at the UniverlGty. Latimer pro- 
mifed obedience to his injunftions ; 
and, after many kind aiTurance? on 
both fides, they feparated for the 
night. 

Frederic went to bed, but reft 
was a ftraager to his pillow. A 
thoufand painful thoughts diflraded 
him almoft tQ madnefs^ and the 
only confdlatioii to his pangs,. wa& 
the hope of feeing Charlotte in tb^ 
iBprning: yet evea of this he 
doubted; :. -Her ftri^ :notiO(n]s > of 
, ; ' • propii- 
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propriety, her illnefs, or Mrs. Mur- 
ray's orders, might deprive him even 
of this laft fad melancholy pleafure. 
Thus in " all the viciifitudes of 
«^ hope and fear," pafled th« long 
night! At length the fatal morn- 
ing appeared which was to remove 
him from Dawlifh. In ■ the heart*» 
cheering thought of* meeting Char- 
lotte, be forgot the parting . it was 
to effeft, and he welcomed its rays 
witli joy. He haftily^put on his 
travelling drefs ; and having packed 
tip Ws Uttle wardrobe, placed his 
watch before him, and counted th^ 
moments tiH feveiii ' When • 'that 
lingering hour at laftvarrived, h^ ran 
into the^' garden, and with tepid 
fteps, pacing up and down thelawii, 
kept- his eye in. cohftant motion 

. from 
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Srotn the window rf the room 
where (he llept, to the door of the 
houfe. Five minutes paft over and 
no Charlotte; they were fo many 
ages to the impatient Frederic ; his 
watch, which he had confulted at 
leaft as often, now doubled that 
time. He became defperate, and 
tearing his hair, was flying he knew 
jK)t where, wlien, at length, his de- 
listed eyes beheld the airy form oT 
Charlotte leaning oti the faithful 
Deborah. 

1^ was (liU pale, and weakened 
by the fcefte of the preceding day i. 
and the light of FVedertc, whofe 
looks bore every mark of diforder, 
and whom at no times (he faw un- 
tnoved, now threw her into extreme 
agitatioii. The-imprudence of meet- 
ing 
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ing "him dandeftinely, ftnick hdr 
forcibly ; and (lie Blm^ ieared to 
lofe his refpeft in coniplying witH 
his requefl. She had ftarcely left 
the hcufe before (he 'wilhed to re- 
turn; but Frederic vvas already at' 
her Mty and in faltering accents 
enquireci after hef healtli. Over arid 
'over again Had he (Itrdied, during the ' 
night, the-'tferms mdft proper to eX^ 
prefs the ardour, the cdhf^ancyi the' 
refpeft, atidklife tendemefs of his 
love. ' Thefe well-'Chofitt phrafes- 
•were. ' no : lorigep ' at fris > cdnmand,' 
and his voice almoft deriied hiiw ut^* 
teranoe^jV'but If ' his t^cjngu^ '- refufi^ - 
its office, ihis ieotontendrtce- was m6ft'^ 
^loqueiW?;) The^tren>bKnjgiChad^te" 
read in ! his ifwoMen eyes^'his^dif-" 
-tortcadi &aturesi and^>liis ^ ^giiwit^'' 
:■ i *' frame,^ 
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fiame, the full meaning of his foul. 
At length he ventured, in broken 
fentences,— ** Charlotte, I beg par- 
** don, I mean Mifs Murray, will 
^ you forg^e the liberty I took ? I 
** wiftied once more to fee youj 
" to declare, to cxprefs, to— to 
" paint my fricndfhip, my regard, 
** my— love/*. As the laft word ef- 
caped his lips, he trembled at the 
boldnels of the expreflTion, and al- 
moft wifhed to retraft it. Char- 
lotte, who. had heard that cinchant- 
ing found for. the firft time fn,m 
the mouth of the man (he adored, 
turned away in modeft 'diffidence. 
Frederic thr^w himfelf at her feet : — 
•• Pardon my raflinefs, do not con- 
^* diemn me to eternal mifery by 
^ yoiw; tdeclared avcrfion^ Remem- 

**ber 
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V^ber I go this day, j^rbaps we 
^^£)$fei<(haU meet again/' 

Moved by this fad recolleiftton, 
Charlotte, with a tremblitig hefi« 
tating accent, anfwered ber dif^ 
ftrOidled lover :— " Mr. Latimer, you 
>** know I ^vi(h you every happinefs. 
*^' I cannot conceal froni you that I 

am forry you are about to leave 

us ; but indeed it is improper that 
** I fliould liften to fuch converfe- 
** tion ; I only came to bi4 you — 
^* farewell." Tears now relieved 
her loaded heart ^ and Xjttimer had 
the confolation to difcover that 
jhe (bared his forrows. Encoui»ged 
.by this fond idea, he became more 
:€ompored, and ventured to expreis 
himfelf with greater freedom;— 
.^* Since, theiij I am not abiblutely 

: ' z ** hateful 
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^feitcful *D you, hear my laft^^ 
" my determined refolution ! Nei* 
^ tlier time) abfence, aor any power 
"on awrtb^ (hall obliterate from 
** my heart the fentiment- which 
"you have planted thefre. I am' 
" now unwoithy of you— I aik not' 
*-* the acceptance of my humble 
*^ •fertuifcs', they would difgrace* 
"you; but (hould fate ever ele- 
" vate me to a fituation which 
" Charlbtte mi^t not defjJife, to 
" her and to her alone will I owe 
f" my happinefs. Such is my To- 
" lemn vow^i I only aflc one favour; 
" allow me- to hear from — to«writ6 
"tO' you— deny me not tlus laft 
" coofolarion of the wretched.** 
Chai'lotte' had in vain attempted 
* VOL. .i; '. ,.'.%. • to 
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tp interrupt this enthufiafUc deelau- 
ratiob. Afluming a tone of dignity 
and refolution> very foreign to her 
^eart, — ^ Make me not, (he faid, re- 
•* pent the impropriety of which 1 
have been guilty in feeing you 
here, by faying a word more on a 
fubjeft to which I cannot liiiten* 
** Believe itie, I am too inuch your 
friend to accept the aiTurances 
you have juft made. I know the 
♦* diftance which fate has placed be-* 
*• tween us, nor will I mar your 
^* happinefs, . by viewing you in any 
*' other light than that of a brother. 
** As fuch I have always efteemed 
**you, as fuch I have no doubt 
** you will ever give me caufe to 
•♦ refpcft you. As to a fecret cor* 

. -** re§)ond- 
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^' tefpondeace, I am fure you will 
^' a6t, on cool refie^kion, blame me 
•* for uefufing fo very improper a re-: 

queft. Bat I can ilay no longer* 

Farewell, Mr. Latigier s may every 

good attend you !" 

Frederic in vain attempted to de- 
tain her. She was deaf to his pray- 
ers ; and though (he could not help 
turning her head once again as (he 
reached the door, Jio entreaty could 
bring her back. 

Latinier, whofe whole perfon 
ihewed the diftradion of his . foul, 
felt ipcapable of taking a formal 
leave of his guardian and Mrs. 
Murray. He haftily wrote a few 
lints of thanks for their paft kind- 
nefs J and having received his let- 

I 2 UtS 
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ters and inftruftions the preceding 
tnghtf tore himfelf firom the fcene 
of all his happinefs^ and with an 
aching heart commenced his jour- 
ney to Oxford. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Frederic LATiMER,according 
to the recommendation of Mr. Dare- 
well, was admitted a gentleman- 
commoner of the college of which 
his beloved guardian had formerly- 
been a diflinguiihed fellow, and 
where his worth was ftill remem- 
bered. His letters to the prefident 
and tutor of the fociety, procured 
his young ward the moft polite 
reception ; and Frederic entered on 
his academical life with every ad- . 
vantage. 

As the vacation was not yet ex- 
pired, but few young. men were af- 

I 3 fembledf 
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fembled, stnd Latimci: paft the firff 
month of his refidence at Oxford^ 
principally in the fociety of the fel- 
lows. He had freqiicnt invita- 
tions to the common-room, where, 
though he experienced every civi- 
lity from its members which his re* 
commendation from Mr. Darewcll, 
his gown, and his known relation- 
Ihip to the Earl of Crefley and the 
Duchefs of Annan, circumftances 
not forgotten, did not fail to pro- 
cure him, yet he found little amufc- 
ment in the company of thefe wor- 
thy ecclefiaftics. Drinking " Church 
and King" in bad port wine, dif- 
• cuffing the value of the eftates and 
preferments belonging to the houfe, 
joking .each other on their long 
(landing toafts, wretched puns, and 

vehe- 



Tehement controverfies on exploded 
fiibjeds of politics, were little cal- 
culated to divert the painful thoughts 
ef Frederic, and fixpenny whift, ale, 
and fitioking, which concluded the 
evening, did not much add to his 
ideas of enjoyment. But if he was 
difgufted with the general fociety of 
the fellows, there was one of their 
number, in whom the liberal and 
accomplilhed Latimer found fenti- 
ments fo congenial to his own, that 
he felt for him the finccreft efteem, 
and he determined to cultivate his 
good opinion by every means in his 
power. Mr. Dennifon, the gentle- 
man in queftion, was the tutor un- 
der whom he was entered. Learn - 
jed, accompliflied, candid, he pof- 

I 4 feffed 
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fefled a benigpity of foul, and a 
fuavity of manner very unufual in 
perfons in bis fituation. He foon 
perceived and admired the anima- 
ted genius, enlightened mind, and 
generous charafter of Frederic, and 
returned his attentions by the moft 
affeftionate regard. A ftrong inti- 
macy was now formed between the 
tutor and his pupil ; and Latimer, 
who was without difguife, placed in 
him the moft unlimited confidence. 
Dennifon difcovered the melancholy 
which hung over his mind; and, 
having learned the caufe, endea- 
voured by reafon to eradicate from 
his heart the imprudent paiSon it 
had imbibed. Finding argument 
in vain, he laboured to keep his 

mind 
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mind in perpetual occupation by 
bodily exercife, by literary pur- 
suits, and frequent difcuffions, in 
which he had every day freQi 
opportunities of admiring the good 
ienie and liberality of his pupiL 
By thefe means Krcderic reco- 
vered in fome degree his ufual 
gaiety. The term now began, and 
he found himfelf furrounded by a 
numerous acquaintance. The con- 
neftions he had formed at Weft- 
minfter, introduced him into a large 
circle of the livelieft and nioft 
faflnonable young men at Oxford. 
Frederic had determined to devote 
feveral hours of the day to the im- 
provement of his mind; and the 
advice of Mr. Dennifon on this 

fubjedt 
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fubjeft had ftrengtbened that of 
Mr. Darewcll. In the folitude of 
the vacation, he had faithfully kept 
this refolution. He now found him-? 
£blf fo led away by the allurements 
^f diffipation, that he had fcarcely a 
moment left finr fludy. Though he 
made it a point to attend the morn* 
ing chapel out of refped to Mr* 
Dennifon, who was Dean as well as 
Tutor of the college, he gained very 
little time by the early hour at which 
he rofe. Long breakfail parties oc-» 
cupied the firft part of the morn- 
ing, and the remainder was con- 
fumed in riding, vifiting, or parad- 
ing the flreets. After dinner it 
was equally impoiEble to find an 
hour for application j he was con* 
9 ftantly 



ffiaintlj engaged in feme jovial party; 
where, though he detefted wine, he 
was obliged to g<^ge no inconfider^ 
ai)Ie quantity ; and he fuf&red the 
next day, aot fiwr his own enjoy- 
ment, for it afforded him none, but 
for a compliance with the fafhion of 
the place and the example of thoie 
around him. Frederic difapproved 
€>f this mode of life, though he in-*^ 
ienfibly adopted it, and a pang of 
remorfe would often ftifle what lit- 
tle pleafure it might have afforded. 
Though he thus lived in gaiety and 
difEpation, he ftill retained his cha^ 
rafter for regularity and talent in 
the college. He would often fnatch 
an hour from his amufements to at- 
tend the ledures of his worthy 

friend 
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friend Mr. Dennifon; and though 
he generally came unprepared, the 
quicknefs of his parts, and the ex- 
cellent foundation he had laid at 
Weftminfter, prevented any negli* 
gence being perceived, and he fel- 
dom left the room without marked 
diflinftion. His exercifes were like- 
wife the objeft of univerfal praife, 
though they were always written in 
hafte,and on the fpur of the occafion. 
Encouraged by the perfuafions, 
and tempted by the example, of his 
companions, Frederic continued to 
wafte his time in unprofitable fcenes 
of noify jollity. Though his dif- 
trafted mind fought a temporary 
relief to the pangs which opprefled 
it, in the unceaiing riot in which he 
lived, he foon difcovered that care 

would 
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vhuld creep into the afiemblies of 
mirthy and that the recoUeftion of 
paft fcenes would frequently embit- 
ter the expelled pleafures of the 
prefent hour. In the joyful meet« 
ings of his youthful friends, where 
fun and laughter, were " the order 
" of the day," Latimer was often 
fiient, . dejefted, melancholy. His 
heart, where Charlotte ftill reigned 
with undiminifhed power, would 
lead him back to the tranquil fcenes 
of Devonfliire. His lively imagi- 
nation would fometimes take a ra- 
pid flight from the thoughtlefs 
fcene where he fat, to the peaceful 
refidence of Mr. Darewell He 
ivould flill fee, " in his mind's eye,'* 
the little party of ^ all he loved pn 

earth| 
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^tarth^ affemUed under the hofjuta* 
t>le roof of his worthy guardian* 
Hfi would paint to himfelf the efti« 
tnable Mrs. Murray employed in 
ibme ufeful piece of needle-work i 
Charlotte, his adored Charlotte, 
decked in all the graceful fimpli-* 
pity of unaffedled beauty, copying 
with happieft art a favourite draw* 
ing; and her venerable uncle read- 
ing, with his well-known propriety 
of accent and expreflion, fome cele- 
brated author. When he recol- 
leded, that he once was a p^taker 
of thefe fimple but rational enjoy- 
tnents, and that ^he was now ba« 
niihed from them for ever ; when 
he thought of his forlorn and in« 
iulated iituatkm, left to depend 09 

the 



ihe chances of fociety for the joys 
t>f friendfliip ; and when he looked 
around and faw the acquaintance he 
had formed, the contrail w$s too 
painful to be endured; he woiild 
fly from a contemplation which filled 
him with remorfe, and force himfelf 
rto attend once again to the unmean^ 
ing revelry of his companions^ The 
anxious, mind of Frederic could 
only efcapc from itfelf when it was 
deeply eng^ed. Play now became 
a too common and fatal amufe* 
ment. That vice, the bane of young 
•men of faQiion in the Metropolis, 
found its way to the fuppofed tran* 
?quil (hades of the Univerfity j and 
though every precaution was taken 
hy the heads and tutc^rs of the dif# 

ferent 
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ferent colleges to prevent its intro- 
dudion, the attra&ion could not 
be refilled ^ and Oxford exhibited^ 
though on a fmaller fcale, the gam- 
bling fcenes of London. The agi- 
tation, the fuipence> the variations 
of games of chance, were too conge- 
nial to the charader of Latimer to 
be withftood. He often found 
that cards would diflipate his 
thoughts, when every other expe- 
dient had been tried in vain. At 
firll he played for fums of no ooa- 
fideration; but by degrees he in- 
creafed his flake, and every day 
found the paffion growing ftronger 
and ftronger. As yet, though he 
had often riiked more money than 
ht could prudently afford, he had 

. not 
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fiot ventured to play on credit, and 

of courfe his loffes were inconfider-> 

able. He now became acquainted 

with Sir William Steel, a young 

Baronet of eafy maimers, and pfe- 

pofleOing appearance. His conver-^ 

£uion was lively, entertaining, aritf 

foil of an'ecd&te, foi'ming a pleaflhg* 

^ contfaQ:- to the inipitf clMt-ehat of 

the young neien in'geiiefal, whole 

only t^ptc^ were their arhours with* 

>courtc^ns,' their fkiil lA horfeman- 

fliip, ' 'Of their celebrity in drink-- 

jhg. The unfufp66lihg Frederic,* 

pleafed' with his* fociety, trufted to 

thefe outward marks of merit, and* 

contraAed with him habtts' of th^ 

liricteft intimacy. Sir- William, 

though young, had lived much inr 

• -voLir I. K the 



.the worlds had vifited many parte 
•^ o£ Eqnspe, had contsaded moft of 
r4he falbionable vice$r^t4}^ coueh 
%> tries tbr^gb wliich lie tmveikd» aiid 
-bad completely thiowiitfide the bo* 
. oefty rf tbe£og^iihhcbani&er. Wilh 
. ao exi^Sliud de|)oit9eiit(9Cippeai)e& 
taduodor^ he*waB^i|l)ri^«rtAil^Mi 

defigD|Q|^s4uid^ iMmiig wrly Jbem 

the YiAtm of th^viUtiqr loC othiffis 

Bad .^jio» determioed, l^y Mfoiiler 

mcm^ td^ncever tfa«Mc9 h* bud 

bcitrBd. JBiidZAW JMniMr ilid vJioi 

. exceed him* in tbti amoffm^tM 

V the cards^ mid hi$^ d»fam)i» ^nd 

r^omld coounaod^ thitih^mi^nM hJa 

;fHciimfif whilft «wthKl^ im-hm 

: he was: an equal fJ^dm^ rt^o 

. ; ^com- 
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they playtd for trifles, ftiould tH'- 
variably be f be winner^ and he th 
mofi unfortunate feilow iiv the world- 
By thefc means he imperceptibly 
led Frederic into the fnare which 
he had laid for him. When ha- 
thought that he had fufficiently 
inoculated him with the fpirit of 
gambling, he determined, to brtog 
his long intended plan to i](£ue4 A^ 
they often dined together, the Ba- 
ronet fnatched the monouent besft 
calcuUted for his purp6fe$» when 
Latiaier, doing the honours of his 
table, had by an hofpitablb error 
drunk too freely. Sir. William art- 
fully encouraged the difpofition in 
which he found him^ and having 
himfeif taken nothing but" vijatf r, 

under 



tftider the eafy exeufe of an 'cxcef* 
five cold, fa^ with j<>y' tli^ lucky 
naomcffit arrive for Whfch be had 
k^ng been waiting. After Ldtimef 

« « 

ahd his other friends had confilmed 
it large q^aan^ity of wilie, the for- 
mer propofed cards, to which the 
cralty Baronet immediately objededi 
declaring he was fo very ill that It 
would ht ifrapoffible for him to ftay. 
Batimi^ lauglied at his^ prudence, 
and infilled on his compliance. His 
more- riotous companions deter- 
mined to enforce his ftay ; and, 
having locked the door, declared 
ifcat though they had ftjffeVed^ him 
act j;<3 drink, they (houM infift on 
his ' joining , them at cajxJs. Sir 
William^ again objeAed, and ex* 

K 3 prefled 
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p>c&d itttt^ .^utoioft :^er at bemg 
detoiittdi; vand aft»r'itr:rem)ira dif« 
pQte.wkkoDC of tber:m«>(l. viokfit 
of jdtetrottkpwy, onlf allowed him*^ 
^lf.iO:;bc .pacified by tj^. intercef- 
jgdor^f ibir dear Jfriend L^timer^ b]F 
ndtofe wdvcaky he wi^perfaaded td 
fihy ohfi . rOujad of thwcr. card ioOir 
The.catds were brought. A.fd-i 
cond > a^ercation aroCe. . about tbe 
ftdfce. * Moft of the ,yo\ing ixKn^ 
tfapvigfatlers* and heated with vf'mst. 
miidedoo playing.fer large funos^ 
The Barpnrt declared he. Would, wt 
CQiifenit :to. more than fliilliqg3. At 
tl^^jrate tbcy bcgaai. l^ipaer w^9 
for fotti^ time the wiaiier, whilft 
hi9;wt)ct39iy irieod loft ja&'ufual> fti)d 

-! v^ni , k^ tune. 



tftne* The paflian of yhfiuckaf^ 
kg eTeiy*moni)eQt^ nonir vitsodttitd^* 
t^em ^1 ciomorous' to incn^rfblho 
ffake* Sk V^llkm againr itmoa« 
i^ted^' ' and ^\n aiUwed ' htdifelf^ 
though vritli much appantuit tegxti . 
to be ovcr->raled. Forttine ncrar 
changeti^ andv Frederb fooA4aft alt 
that hehad&t 4irft won. > Tht flake ^ 
was again^ in^reafed, and Latimer^ 
ina Ihortvttme^ wa&lc& without a 
fiagle guinea.. In this dilemma hd 
got up, determined not to |^ on > 
Gvedit. - The Baronet ran up to him^ >. 
and in a'whifper hatting learned thd 
roaTonc^his fece(iion,>pu^hirpurfe 
iato his hands, and infift^ on his 
eodeavouring to recover hisf4oflbs; 
Charmed with thej^geneiofi^*^' bit 

X4 fiknd^ 
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friend^ and attributing his conduvit 
to the moft difint^refted regard, the 
imprudent Frederic accepted the^ 
proffered loan, and returned to the 
table. Jmpatiervt to recover his^ 
loffes, and to repay his friend, he 
now propofed hazarding ftill larger 
rums, and the company eafily com- 
plied. Frederic continued to lofe. 
The borrowed purfe was (bon emp- 
tied; again he would have retired, 
but Sir William i^fifted on his try- 
ing another round. Little money was 
now left in circulation, and they all 
agreed to play on cnedit. Thus car-? 
ried on by this fatal allurement, and 
no longer reftrained by the icantii 
neia of their means, tljefe thought- 
kfs young men riiked fums which 

many 



many of them bad nc^ver poffiifled* 
Ftom ibiUifi^ they had iftcreafed 
the ftiikfe tO' crowds, from trowns to 
iiaif^gutneas, from bal^-guineas t^ 
gvtmeasvfrom guiaeaato fiye poimdsi' 
Frederic : had now ioft a very con* 
ikierablefiajaii^ and knowing how rm« 
poffiblc it was for him to cepxy it^ 
h6 became deipesat^ and ventured 
more and nH>re. At firft bs lofies 
were to otkers^ at length Be owed 
tite Bsaaromt an hundred pounds^ be-* 
fides what be bad advanced bim in 
mone^ : be withed to give ovei;, and 
dedaned be did not know when he 
(bcxdd be able to difcbarge the debt 
he had abeady £«>n£rad'ed^ Sir 
William laughed at his icruptes> 
afiiired hiin iie was in. no hurry foi^ 

'his 



his money, and reminded him that iil ^ 
a few minutes he^mi^t mswtf the 
whole. Rattered bp^hts^ deceptive 
hope Latimer continued. Fortune 
BOW feemed once n^relo farouy 
him» and in aaothet hour'he-had • 
re-won half his lofies. Encouraged • 
by this apponnt cfaangp^ hewancx)n - 
with Hail greater ardbr^ Agua hd 
loft^' and every; deal* unereaied hia 
debt; The morning, at laft ^ppeax^ 
ed, and the chapel-bett was alivadjr 
tdyiing^ moft of the party hadTe<« 
tkred^ Latimer and theiSarooet were 
)dt alone. The- former was ziow Or 
lo&r of five hundred pounds the4at^^ 
ter exclaimed, with much af^arenlr 
intcrcft,— " My.dcar Latimer, I am 
*' diftrefiedA at your bad fortune 

«*"nor 



•* , nor will: I pky isnjr lBtore/'--»I .ieeit 
^.isvoii^: Tdbi9iag';7aa^;'btit Anct 
^ jQvt &cm xmdBiff at; tht triflkig 
i^^^fom you owesie^ I wiUgive yon 
1^ one chance more.-— What {ajt 
^ you ? Doabie or quits for thd 

The c^nuaed Latimor, t^ti fa« 
nothing in the |iropofition but the 
4efireof relievliig him from thb bad 
ef tiebt) attd>(firhO' was wilting to rail 
every riflB in the hope of freeing 
kioifelf from ib painful anembaixaff* 
Biaitj accepted the challeAgd Sty 
WilUam toofe Ifae cards, and givh^ 
them oneofJiis ikilfulflmffles, de* 
fiffid Latimer to draw^ With a 
trembling handle fnatcfaed a cacd^ 
--fit wfti.tbequcen* 5* Btaitoi" ex- 
1 . > claimed 
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cJ»med the Batonet, '** fortune at ^ 
^h& fimiSes on yoaj I have- little ' 
•^^chancC) but for ibim'& lake I will • 
•* rake a card.'* He cut, afid dre# 
ti»e king. 

The fmrrticJLajimcr jumped frotfi - 
the table, and with hurried fteps ^ 
paced the room, tore his dilliwelled 
hair, and (hewed in every feature the - 
dHlra^aioA of hii mittd:. Sir William,* ♦ 
with ali the appearance of fin- - 
cere regard, ftew to hinft, and a^r-« 
ing hkny on his honotar, that he never • 
fl^euld aik him fer tke> money tiU - 
^rfeiftly convenient to himfelf, en*- 
tif^ated him to be pacified, and re-- 
minded him, that ih another even- 
ing he might Fecovepall^Uisloiies.^^ 
Latimer, dtigufted witfvgamiilg; Ibk 
• . ,; very 



rvery little inclination to try the lat- 
;ter remedy; but he was fully fcnfi- 
ble of the kindnefs of the Baronet's 
'..declaration. He flioolc his hand, 
. and thanking him for his generous 
affuranee, profefled with a fincere 
' but aching l^^art. the extent of his' 
gratitude. Sir William once again, 
repeated his pron^ifes of forbearance* 
and after expreffing his jegret iat 
having.accidentally won from him fo* 
large a fum, took |;iis leave, requeft- 
ipghim to rpcoUcft, that his credi-^ 
..tox wa§ his. doarejft frignd. 



•^ 
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!;Li A T I M E R was jio fooner left 
a]oDe> tbari be perceived th6 full ex- 
tent of his mifery. Heated with wine, 
he had been tenipte.d to hazard Turns 
whic^ in his. fober ferifcs * he . never 
WO^id i^w ventured, and infa|;u- 
ateq by the fgfcinating uncertainty 
i)f the game^ which left him no tinie 
^r thought, .helijid continued, lie 
now a,wbktV as il were," from a dream 
of pbrenzy> and he looked back on 
the Iqil ^ twenty^fbur hours .with 
rcqiial Koiror and ain^oiQ^tnen Ik 



{ fcr one of debt and cmbarraffinent. 
?He had arUen the preceding day 
' vithout any caufe for forrow, but his 
^ banifliment from Dawli(h. He now 
l^w before, him leal evils-i-povertv 
—-obligation. When Ije refle<ftd4 
^tjbat beowedjiis^ mi$f<:irtune,Qot to 

. the inevitable sK:;cIdebts,of life^ but 

^ ' ' • ' ''^ ■ .'' ' 

(plely. to his own ralh indlicretiop. 

Jbis agony .redoubled. WHen re^ordd 

to his reafon,. he aike^ hipifelf this 

' "*. ' ..'■.'■'". ,.•'••■♦■''» 

oatural qu^loo, ] W^t . pleafu]^ 

• iaye J enjoyed ? for wtat haye :]^ 
Jacrificed my, comfort, jny beace ot 

.ipind? His ,i;nepo|fycbwld only ^^^^ 

* <;^i to h jn^ aa unyit^flin^ i^t^ 
«4nuiken rioj^^^ancj^a^ litgitate^,, dif- 
r tmaed .heact. ; His. fortune, tpe iiHr 
;itreflt onwwiucb he kneW woiiidlTe 

y. > • . j ' -tit 4 ^ ' .1 »f i'.j I ,' .'.. 

,^1 -»"^y 
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butif ifa&deak &r >hi$iiirp|i«rt, was 
now -bjrr. this raih . ftop coofidlsiabljr 
iSamiiflied, and fae '*kad only juft 
cnxnpkied his eighteoith yeaf ) 

Honest thoiight'cf Mr. .Dare^* 
wett, attti f^ithe^Fft time trembled* 
all the rewMeftion of his ^'namt.-- 
His aHlfl:a»t-.€ar£, hi& daily ad viee, 
bb laft parting adftidilitibhs, riifli- 
edi iiito this »mind ; and When he* 
mhen&bcred that this fatal ^ep' 
carried' ^ith it a mxA^iiort of fo- 
licmn pmmi&s repeatedly givert, that' 
Bis ^iats^ity <and' gratitude wete' 
ftUlieUi -by a eoAdiaa fo ttty oppo-^ 
fite ' te ♦Mihat his gtrardii^n • was eii-* 
titfed4a €i»peft 'fitem -him j • whefi He- 
painted to hitnftlf tlte^vefitr^bte-Mr;' 
Birei*ell, cwfwheimed with^grfef,' 

H and 
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and regretting the hour when ht tin- 
tJertook the chaise of hisediiottion; 
when he thought he beard his mild 
rebukes, his declared refdlution to 
intereft himftlf no more in the fete 
of a gamefter ; when he * felt, Oh 
agonizing thought I that he no Ion-* 
ger deferred the innocent afieft ions' 
of the fpotleCs Charlotte ; when he 
fancied flie would henceforwlrd only 
fpeak of him with ftiame and con- 
tempt, thefe heart-rending ideas ren- 
dered his former ones comparatively 
Hght, and he foon perceived that 
liis pecuniary lofs, heavy as it was, 
was the leaft part of his misfortune. 
Mortified, afliaraed, funk in his 
own opinion, and expedling the ex- 
ecration of-thofc whom mod: he 
vox. I. h loved. 



lov^d, Lff imer was for foroe hows^. 
in a ftv^te of delpair, nearly bord^i}- 
ia&oamadnefs. He was roufed fron>. 
tliis lethargy of .grief by a fuddea. 
knocl^ at his doof:. It was a tradef-: 
man whom he had ordered the pre- 
ceding day to call for the payment 
of a .finall bill- Latimer wapted not . 
this to complete his mifer}^. Hei. 
had loft all his ready moi^cy^ . an4 - 
with .it what he had intended for 
this purpofe. He now was fenfible 
that he^liad not only been guilty of 
an act of imprudence, but alfo of 
injuftice-. He bad fpent what be- 
longed to another. Little ufed to. 
diflemble, Latimer knew not what, 
to fay. He owed the fum, th.e ^- 
count. was iuft, and his promife was 
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given for the payment. Hife inge- 
nuous nature had none of thofe con- 
venient excufes ready, with which 
the more experienced votaries of 
pleafure filence fuch impertinent 
demands. 

To the tradefman's humble 

fpeech, prefenting the account with 

grtat civility, and apologizing for 

bringing it agreeably to his order, 

Frederic 'wildly replied, " Sir, I am 

a villain, I have fpent the money 

I owed to you, and which I pro- 

^'mifed to difcharge this morning. 

" I can offer no'excufe. I have ho 

' ** calh,— take this watch, — fell it at 

^ whatever lofs,— pay yourfelf,*^and 

. ** Iftrall be fatisfied." The tradef- 

man, -frightened by his agitated coun-' 

L z tenance. 
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tenance, aftonifhed at hisbaiiefty, find 
ftiJl more fo at his candor, to whi^h 
he was very httle accuftome<^, xe- 
fufed the offered watch, and in ciyil 
terms affuring him he would wait 
with pleafure, was leaving the room, 
when Latimer running after him, 
forced the trinket into his hand, and 
exclaimed, " Sir, I infift, — the pro- 
V perty is your's, not ipine ; if you 
" do not take it, I will throw it into 
" the ftreet." The terrified creditor 
obeyed, and when he got out of his 
fight, congratulated himfelf on hav- 
ing efcaped the grafp of a madman. 
Such he concluded poor Latimer to 
be. 5 and having confidered what Viras 
beft to be done, he thought it his 
duty to inform Mr.. Dennifon, the, 

Ijutor^ 
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tutor, of the unfortunate ftate in 
^hich he had left his favourite pupil. 
Mr; Dennifon, though he at firft re- 
frained with difficulty from laugh- 
ing at the ftill trembling appear- 
ance and extraordinary narration of 
the honeft (loop-keeper, was not 
without alarm at the account he re- 
ceived. He had no fears for the in- 
fellefts of Latimer, but he appre- 
hended, from this incoherent tale, 
that he had experienced fome heavy 
calamity, greatly aiFefting his peace 
of mind. 

^ Latimer, in the mean time, was a 
prey to every pang which can dif- 
trefs the hunian mind. Ever guid- 
ed by his firft fenfatioiis, he had 
o;iven Kis watch in discharge of a 
^\ L 3 juft 
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jufcdebti He now recdleded that 
the watch was left, him by his de^ 
ceafed Father ; that it was the only 
relick hci poffeffed of that refpefted 
parent^ worn by him the day of his 
glorious death) and brought to him 
by an officer, to whom the gallant 
Latimer with his laft breath entruft- 
ed it for his child. To have parted 
with this pledge of his Father's afFec* 
lion, appeared an aft of the greateft 
depravity ; and foigetting the mo- 
tive which prompted his condud, 
he accufed himfelf of the moft cri- 
minal impiety. Latimer fent after 
the> tradcfman, and determined to 
redeem the watch by thei fale of his 
favourite horfe. The w^tch was al* 
ready fold. Frederic now became per- 

feaiy 



fcftly defperate. He Ihougbbbvidry 
htrnian calamity *had con?ibmed jlio' 
render him miferabte, bafeicdnitamp- 
tible. In' this Hate of defpcftidencc 
he was littk calculated ^ to receive 
company, -and hearing foot-fteps on 
the ftaifs; was running to locfc his 
d'dor, when diftinguifliing thervoicc 
of Mr. Dennifon, refpe<5t prevented 
his intention, and that gentlertian 
was admitted* Frederic, fuppofing 
guilt to be painted on his counter- 
nance, was now, for the firft time, 
forry to fee his tutor ; and' with evi*- 
dent confufion returned his cnv 
quiries. The latter with great mild- 
nefs cxpreffed his regret dt his ap- 
parent indifpofition, and after a few^ 
trivial obferv^tions on the topics of 

L 4 the 
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the. day f drew Latimer to ibmc de-^ 
goee of c<)mpofurc. He then iaid^ 
My vifit was firft to enquire after 
your health, and next to requcfl 
'* your pardoa four a great liberty^ 
which I have pyrefuined to take ^ 
hearing from Davis that you had 
" a watch to fell, I have bought .it;, 
finding, however, that it has on it 
your arms and crefls, I hope yoa 
will follow ray advice, and not 
part with it. I therefore now 
bring it back, and whit I have to 
'* a(k is, that you will allow me to 
" be your creditor for the value." 

The elegant and friendly manner 
in which this was done enhanced 
the value ; but when Frederic re- 
coUcifted how little he defetved the 

kindnefs 



u 



;kmdne6 ofifistutor, lie feltaftiamedE' 
whilii: heackiiowledgedjlihecfeligstn 
tion. H^ now cxperkncdd^JiOtber' 
difficulty^. The candid chamftcr. of 
Frederic would have imiuce^ him to 
©pea his whole foul to Mt Deiuii- 
Ibxi, but the rufes of th^ college 
compelled hinvtobe filent. Expul- 
fion muft necefTarily have been the 
punifhment, if his tutor were pub- 
licly made acquainted with the fcene 
of the preceding night, and his 
friends would have hcea included in 
the fentence. He therefore con- 
tented himfelf with telling. Mr^ 
Dennifon, that fome heavy pecuni- 
ary difappointments had: occafipned 
the fale of the watch, which he- load 
fo kindly redeemed, and that the 

cir- 
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circumftance had confiderably affect- 
ed his fpirits. The benevolent 
tutor tried every argument to cailm 
the agitated mind erf Frederic, and 
after many confolatory remarks, he 
concluded with faying, " That he 
*' mufl" infift on making Latimer's 
** debt an even fum," and leaving 
fifty pounds with the watch on the 
table, took his leave. Latimer feiz- 
ed his hand, and though his voice 
denied him utterance, his counte- 
nance fpoke his gratitude. 
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The kindnefs of Mr. Dennifcn 
moved the heart of Frederic. He 
now became cahner, and ventured 
to confider in what manner he ought 
to aft towards the Baronet, whom 
he flill confidered as the bed of 
friends, the mofi: generous of men. 
He had nobly declared he would 
not diftrefs him for the money 5 but 
ought he to remain his debtor for fo 
large a fum ? His handfome con- 
du(5t rendered it doubly neceflary 
to make fome exertion. Yet how 

and 
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and where was lie to raife the money ? 
-~Tbe fmall fortune left him by bis 
Father was not payable till he was of 
zgSj and before that time he could 
only get an advance by the confent 
of Mr. Darewell. To him he dared 
not apply; he knew his hatred to 
play, he trembled for his anger, his 
contempt, and above all for the un- 
happinefs erf" that venerable man. 
For his fake, as well as his own, he 
determined to conceal from him a 
tranfadion which he was convinced 
Would caufe him the mod heart-felt 
grief. From no other quarter had 
he any chance of relief. Thus cir- 
cumftanced, it occurred to him that 
he ought to give fecurity for the 
money, payable on his coming of 



age. 



.age, and.in the meaa - time to pay 
iintcreft . fo^ • the fame, . . Haviog, 
.tlierefore^ ; fillad wp a bomj for one 
-tlioufand pounds^ the 4'um .total of 
ihblofs, beenclo&d it to the Baronet 
4a a . note exprefliv^ o£ his forf cwv, 
-tliat he had not the ready money to 
ofFer^ ' 

After .th«p in focne degree fatis- 
fying his confcience about this debt 
of honour, and being relieved from 
temporary diftrefs^ by the generous 
and unfoUcited loan of Mr. Denni- 
fon, . Latimer partly recovered bis 
•ufual fer^nityj and entered again on 
his old purfuks. Pky be carefully 
.avoided ; but bis mind feeing more 
^itatcd than formerly vhe rCK^uld not 
rabftain from fcenes of difllpation» ia 

•which 



which he- endeavoured to dmwfitbci 
recoUeftion of his cares* 

He Imd now been two years at tbe 
Univerfity, during which time i^e 
had inienfiblycoQtracbed debts, mudi- 
beyond what lie himfeif fuppofed* - 
When he firft came to Oxford, he^ 
determined, according to the excel- 
knt advice of Mr. Darewell, to pay 
for every article as he had it, but 
die habit of tlie- place, the numb^- 
of expences which can only be dif- • 
charged at particular periods of the 
year; the great encouragement which 
is afforded to inexperienced youtlv 
by the plaufible offers of cpedit from 
the tradefmen of all descriptions; 
the general ftile -of li«^ing in the 
Univerfity, much beyond - wJbat tbei ••- 

allow- 
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"aUaWances of the young men arc 
able to fupport ; the partic alar cotn" 
paay into which he had fallen, the 
higheftan pdiafc of birth and fortune ; 
the fmallnefs'of his income, and the . 
annual deduftion which his unfor- 
tunate . debt to Sir Willianj occa- 
fioned, led him unawares, to break 
through the prudent rule, which his 
guardian had laid down. He was 
always poor, beeaufe he always paid' 
as far as hifi -money enabled him ; 
and though he now owed very large 
fums to different pcrfons, not one. 
had ever complained of his irregu- 
larity, and all would have given him 
credit for twice the amount. 

Latimer. had not the rcfourc^ 
'^vhich fell to other young, men. 

He 
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He had no father's houfe to retire 
to in the vacations, where he might 
have recruited tlie extravagancies of 
which he had been guilty in terra 
time. His only home, the much 
loved parfonage at Dawlifli, was no 
/longer open to receive him ; and 
though he was now and then honour- 
ed with an invitation to dine at 
Annan-houfe when in London, that 
little contributed to diminifli hisex- 
pences. His fummers were fpent 
either in town, or at public places, 
and fometimes the emptinefs of his 
purfe would oblige him to continue 
at Oxford. In fliort he had the 
whole of every year to live, and it is, 
therefore, not furprifing, that with 
.a limited income, and much inex- 
8 perience, 
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perie;>ce, he, was not free from debt. 
Mpft of his, companions owed more 
thaa.Latimer, but moft of his com- 
panions,were of a very different turn 
of mind.; whilft they were fupplied 
with what cpntf ibuted to their plea- 
fure, their pride, or their amufement, 
they, were .very indifferent as to the 
mode by which thefe articles were 
obtained. If a bill ever made them 
uneafy, it V(as . only when the dun 
was troublefome, or wljen credit 
could no. longer be obtained. With 
Latimex it was quite the reverfe : he 
did not feel eafy at confuming what 
he had not. p^d for ; and it wasr little 
confolatipn to him that truft was 
willingly given. He always experi- 
enced an inward regret when his 
YQi*. I. M necef- 
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neceffities obliged him to contradfc a 
debt ; and he was fcrapuloufly exaft 
in paying at the time he promifed. 

With this difpofition, he could 
enjoy very little comfort whilft his 
cxpences exceeded his income; 
the conftant anxiety of his mind, on 
this fubjeft, deprived him of iis 
wonted gaity, and ftamp^d on every 
feature the traits of melancholy. 

The Baronet, who ftill enjoyed 
his beft opinion, and moft unlimit- 
ed confidence, eafily drew firom him 
the caufe of his uncafinefs. He at 
firft laughed at his fcruples, remind- 
ed him that tradefmen took care to 
charge fufficient intereft -for their 
money in the exorbitant prices' they 
demanded, and therefore could wtll 
§ afford 



FREDERIC LATIMER* X6} 

afford to wait, i Finding that tlacfe 
argumeots . had no effed on the 
honeft. mind of Frederic, and that 
the profefSon of fuch ♦ fentim^nts 
might perhaps injure him in the 
opinion of his friend, he determined 
to turn his prejudices, for fuch; he 
confider^d them, to his own. advan- 
tage. After, therefore, , ufmg ithe 
common place obfervations aad e5^- 
Gufes of imprudent young men- on 
thefe fubjefts, he artfully added, 
Though fuch is the ufual mode 
of thinking in high life, I cannot 
fay I myfelf adopt iit in my prac- 
** ticc. I confefs I Imve th« wcak- 
nefs,' if fuch it -may be called, of 
feeling, for the wants, of the in- 
*• daflxiQUSA When I, thcce{bre,.rjecQl- 

M 2 " left, 
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^' left, that a poor tradefman may 
" perhaps be ftarving with an helple(s 
'* wife and infant children in con- 
** fequence of wanting that money 
'* which I owe him, and which I may 
** have confumed in riot and de- 
** bauchery, I cannot endure the 
** idea, and therefore carefially avoid 
"making bills. Think not from 
*^ thi;s that I am more prudent than 
** yourfelf J no, God knows, at this 
** moment no man is more diftrefled 
" for money than myfelf ; but my 

plan is to borrow of the wealthy, 

inftead of livii^ on the indulgence 

of the poor." 

Sir William knew well the cha- 
rafter of Frederic : the pifture which 
he had drawn, harrowed up his fed- 

inga 
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ings in the tendereft point, whilft 
the principles he profefled were fo 
congenial to his own, that the latter 
felt his regard increafe for him at 
every word j and his declared want 
of money, fhewed his extreme 
friendfliip in forbearing to afk the 
payment of the large fum due 
to the former. Part of his remarks 
held out a poffibility of relief, at 
which Frederic eagerly caught. The 
Baronet was ftill under age : if hd 
were able to borrow money, why 
could not Latimer ? He anxioufly, 
therefore, enquired the meam by 
which he was (upplied. Sir William^ 
with his ufual art, after exading a 
folemn promife of fecrecy, thus ex** 

plained 
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plained himfelf i ** Nothing but the 
" gi'eat regard I entertain for you, 
" could induce me to difclofe a cir- 
••''cumftance which I have fworn to 
" keep from all the world. Know 
" then, that I have received the 
moft genefous afliftance from Mr. 
Wifeman,' my mother's fecond 
huflband. He is a man of large 
** fortune, and moft liberal fenti- 
** ments. He foon perceived that 
•* the fcatrty allowance made me by 
my guardians, was inlufficient to 
fupport my heceflary expences. 
** He infifted on becoming my 
*^ banker; but with an exprefs ien-* 
** gagement that I (hould conceal 
** the f«a> left he ftioiild, by the pre- 

" judiced 
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** judiced part of mankind, and 
** particularly by my mother, t© 
** blamed for indulging, what they. 
** would call, my extravagance, but 
*^ which he, in his more enlightened 
" mind, confiders as the proper at- 
" tendants of the fituation in which 
^* I was born. He wiftied to make 
" me thefe advances without any 
*^ intereft ; but I confidered the pro- 
pofition as derogating from my in- 
dependence, ahd I only agreed io 
accept his kindnefs, on the con- 
" dition of paying a proper confide- 
** ration for the riik he runs. Such 
" is my arrangement. As to you^ 
** my dear Frederic, I really do not 
** know what to advife : though Mr, 

'' Wife* 
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•* Wifeman accomodated me out of 
•• particular regard to my happinefs, 
•• and in confideration of our very 
" near conneftion, I cannot flatter 
" myfelf that he would, even at my 
** requeft, do that foraftranger which 
" he has undertaken for his fon-in- 
*' law ; but I will at any rate intro- 
" duce you to his acquaintance. 
•• You will be pleafed with his 
*' houfe, which is one of the moft 
. •' agreeable in London. He will re- 
** receive you with elegant hofpita- 

lity, for no man lives in better ftile; 

and Ihould you form an intimacy 
•• with him, perhaps, as he is a man 
** of very Angular liberality, he may 
** offer you his afiiftance. I intend 

" going 
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*' going to town to-morrow morn- 
** ing ; if you will accompany me, I 
** will take that opportunity of in- 
^* troducing you* to him." 

The unfufpedting Frederic readily 
accepted the invitation, and the fol- 
lowing day Sir William and he fet 
cut for London. 
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